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WHEREAS, in the opinion of the County Auditor, the public 
interests required that the Lake County Council, should be 
called to meet in special session at this time, for the purpose of 
considering Budgets for Year 2017, a written notice was sent 
to each member of the Council, and proper advertisement 
made, and all other acts performed in accordance with the 
laws governing such matters. 

 
And now in obedience to such call, come Ted Bilski, President, Daniel Dernulc, Christine Cid, and Eldon 
Strong, County Councilpersons, together with Ray Szarmach, County Council Attorney. Councilmembers 
David Hamm, Elsie Franklin, and Jamal Washington were absent. 
 
OPEN:   County Council Recommendations, Discussions, and Actions. 
 
Dante announced that there were no objections to the 2017 budgets, which affect Lake Ridge and Solid 
Waste, therefore, there were no objections. 
 
In the Matter of Ordinance for Lake Ridge Fire Protection District – First Reading 
 
Dernulc made the motion, seconded by Strong to approve Ordinance Recommending the Approval 
of the Lake Ridge Fire District Tax Rate, Tax Levy, and Proposed Budget for 2017 “As Submitted”. 
The majority voted “Yes”.  Hamm, Franklin, and Washington were “absent”.  Motion to approve on 
First Reading carried 4-yes, 3-absent. 
 
In the Matter of Ordinance Recommending the Approval of the Lake County Solid Waste Tax Rate, Tax 
Levy, and Proposed Budget for 2017, “As Submitted” – First Reading. 
 
Cid made the motion, seconded by Strong to approve on First Reading.  The majority voted “Yes”.  
Hamm, Franklin, and Washington were “absent”.  Motion to approve on First Reading carried 4-yes, 
3-absent. 
 
Bilski announced that Second Reading for Lake Ridge, and Solid Waste will be on Tuesday, October 11, 
2016 at 2:00 P.M. 
 
Bilski wanted to amend the budget to reflect the change in position.  He would like the reduction to reflect 
the contract reduction. 
 
Cid made the motion, to reduce line item 43630, Maintenance & Service Contract, by $25,000 for 
2017, in Department 3100.  Strong seconded the motion. 
 
Cid explained that this will fund the new position increase. 
 
Bilski said, there is a Contract between the Board of Commissioners, and that individual, but that’s not 
ours. 
 
Dernulc asked, line item, and Contract, the Contract fees will be reduced in 2017 by this too, correct? 
 
Sheriff Buncich said, that’s correct. 
 
Bilski said the other motion has to be made, there will be equal reductions. 
 
The majority voted “Yes”.  Hamm, Franklin, and Washington were “absent”.  Motion carried 4-yes, 
3-absent. 
 
Cid made the motion, to approve the 144 in the general fund, for Department 3100,  position  
11072-001, Civil Division Administrator, from $61,351 to $86,351.  Dernulc seconded the motion. 
 
Dernulc said, this is to increase for the Civil Division Administrator’s line item? 
 
Bilski asked procedurally, if we want to change that name to Warden? 
 
Sheriff Buncich said, no, Jail Administrator. 
 
Bilski said, so the creation of that new line item and the creation for this one is Jail Administrator? 
 
Sheriff Buncich answered, correct. 
 
Cid asked why can’t we just name it Jail Administrator, and on Tuesday, they come in and give us a new 
title, and then we’re done. 
 
Bilski asked, do you want it kept as Jail Administrator? 
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Sheriff Buncich answered, yes. 
 
Cid asked, you want the new title to be Jail Administrator? 
 
Buncich said, yes, the new title to be Jail Administrator. 
 
Cid said, so then let my title be Jail Administrator. 
 
Sheriff Buncich said, that is the request of the Department of Justice. 
 
The majority voted “Yes”.  Hamm, Franklin, and Washington were “absent”.  Motion carried 4-yes, 
3-absent. 
 
Melanie asked, the reduction of the $25, 000, will go into that line item, where it went up? 
 
Cid answered, yes. 
 
Bilski said, it’s reducing one, and moving it over to the other. 
 
Cid said, for Tuesday, you need to bring in a Revised 144, actually that eliminates the Civil Division 
Administrator position, and creates a Jail Administrator position. 
Dante said, for 2016. 
 
Bilski said, for 2016.  Action taken today has the potential of being approved Tuesday, and being in the 
budget for 2017.  He said Dante will make those adjustments in the budget, sometime between now and 
Tuesday(October 11, 2016- Second Reading). 
 
Dante said that he had some reminders on the last page, first of all Dante said that the Objection period is 
over, and there were no objections.   
He said the second reminder is important, no action of the income tax numbers are in.  They are certified 
for 2017, and they are up about 5%, so that’s good news.  Dante said I have adjusted Lines 8A, and 8b for 
the CEDIT and Public Safety Funds, and you are up by 5%. 
Cid interjected, revenue. 
 
Dante said, yes, revenue is good.  PTRC is up by 5%, CEDIT is up by 5%, and the Public Safety is up by 
5%. 
 
Dante said we talked about moving Cum Bridge, and Cum Drains back into the Cum Capital.  Dante said 
he has been looking at the statutes on Cum Capital, and it doesn’t explicitly say Drains, and Bridges.  You 
may have to move Data Processing in there and relieve the general fund, and levy, and then move the 
levies over to Cum Bridge and Cum Drain, so a little swap there.   
Dante said the Capital Committee should start working on that, and preparing for that because you have to 
re-establish all 3 of those funds by June of next year, so that Capital Committee has got to get going to 
make that Cum Cap happen, and to allow Cum Drain and Cum Bridge to come back on line.   
 
Dante said Mental Health Centers, there is a provision in the law that allows funding for Mental Health 
Centers to be outside the freeze.  You have a Mental Health Center, it’s in the Jail.  This is an opportunity 
for 2018, to see if you can extract a part of the Jail Mental Health services, out of the Jail, and declare it for 
an exception for the maximum levy.  This is $500,000 to $1 million bucks, possibly, but we have already 
contacted the DLGF, they don’t see right now, the Jail, or (inaudible) as being a mental health center, but 
with a little creativity, and hard work, Dante said he thinks they can possibly hit part of the Jail appropriation 
outside the freeze. 
 
Dernulc said, now you are “splitting hairs”. 
 
Dante said it’s significant money. 
 
Bilski asked if we should take action and change line 8b, and Funds 10 and 12? 
 
Dante said it’s already in, these are reminders, these are “no actions”. 
 
Dante said for the payroll scheduling “seed” money, we ask Auditor John Petalas if he can “squeeze” any 
money out of Fund 329, Ineligible Deduction revenue.  Dante said, after so many years, a surplus has to 
go to general fund, he doesn’t know if we’ve received any, but if there is even 1 dollar in there, we should 
put that for the “seed” money.   
 
Petalas said he has $700,000 dollars to give. 
 
Bilski asked do we need to take action? 
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Dante said, yes, he will increase Line 8a, miscellaneous revenue, general fund, by $700,000.  He said you 
will need a line item to secure that away somehow, called “seed” money, for an appropriation for “seed” 
money for payroll.   
 
Cid said she asked Attorney Szarmach to create a Fund to put all of this money in, because it seems that 
revenues get lost in the general fund. 
 
Dante said, you need a line item first.  It will be in the General Fund, 001, Department 2900, and then 
asked for Ajaz for the line item number? 
 
Ajaz said it hasn’t been created yet. 
 
Dante said you don’t have to create it yet, just give us the number. 
 
Cid said we can take action next week. 
 
Attorney Szarmach said, e-mail me the number, and I will put it in the Ordinance. 
 
Bilski said, we can do it on Tuesday, and everyone here, is aware that we are going to have $700,000 
dollars, and it’s going to be “plugged” into there. 
 
Dante said this is all in addition to the “seed” money from the positive balances, there may be more.  Dante 
also said, we asked Larry to cut some PO’s from encumbrances, that has to be identified. 
 
Ajaz said that came in good, around $400,000 dollars.  
 
Dante said so, when we put this together…  Bilski said, we have some operations.  
 
Dante said, the last reminder that could add to this “pot” is the income tax, and he is not suggesting 
increasing the income tax, but the Income Tax models have changed.  There are no more restrictions.  The 
Public Safety is no longer tied to the 1%.  The 1% is not tied to PTRC anymore.  You can raise, mix and 
match as you please.  There may be, if you look at it very carefully, with the same amount of 1.5%, there 
may be a positive variance in there, if you reconfigure within the 1.5%, the income taxes.  Dante said, so 
watch, there may be a couple of hundred thousand dollars in there as well, if you reconfigure the Income 
Taxes. 
He said, that will take months, but you can start taking a look at “squeezing” that as well 
 
He said the new law says, you can mix and match, as you please, there are no more restrictions. 
 
Bilski said so you can reduce the 1% PTRC credit, apply it to either CEDIT, or Public Safety. 
Dante said, that’s right, that’s one version. 
Dante said now when you reduce our PTRC, there goes our collections, they are going to start going down. 
 
Cid said there are other things in there that you have to watch for too.  Somehow that money can go to 
Cities and Towns too.  There are different formulas. 
Dante said, only if the Council approves, you can extend it to….. 
 
Cid interjected, by saying, no I think even when the Council doesn’t approve, there is something, then she 
said they were covering some of  that at the AIC.  You have to be careful what you do. 
 
Dante said it is way different, than the old stuff.  We’ve got some good models in there, but he thinks we 
should review it. 
 
Bilski asked Dante to put some options together for us, for discussion.  First, we don’t have the full Body of 
the Council, and he isn’t really prepared, at this point, to look into this.  We have to really consider, and 
weigh our options. 
 
Mr. Petalas added, as we get in to the end of December, we may have more money in that Ineligible Fund, 
depending on what comes in, in the last quarter, above and beyond what we need to operate.  
 
Dante said, that’s great, but we may need that for an operating balance, for stuff that may occur next year.  
We have to re-evaluate next January.  Dante said, because you don’t want to bring everything down to 
zero, and leave me with nothing extra. 
 
Bilski said, no. 
 
Strong said, for the purpose of the 2017 budget, Mark Malczewski from the Highway Department,  
Strong made the motion to create a new line item in the County Highway Fund 102, line item 102-
5011-41339, Clothing Allowance for the 2017 budget. Cid seconded the motion. 
Strong said, Mr. Malczewski will fund it himself.   
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The majority voted “Yes”.  Hamm, Franklin, and Washington were “absent”.  Motion carried 4-yes, 
3-absent. 
 
Strong made the motion, seconded by Cid to create new line item – 41339 – Clothing Allowance for 
County Highway Fund 102, Department 5013 for 2017.  The majority voted “Yes”.  Hamm, Franklin, 
and Washington were “absent”.  Motion carried 4-yes, 3-absent. 
 
Strong made the motion, seconded by Cid to create new line item, 41339 – Clothing Allowance for 
County Highway Fund 102, Department 5017, for 2017 budget. 
The majority voted “Yes”.  Hamm, Franklin, and Washington were “absent”.  Motion carried 4-yes, 
3-absent. 
 
Strong made the motion, seconded by Cid to approve for Department 2950, Public Works, in the 
general fund to create new line item, 41339 – Clothing Allowance for the 2017 budget. 
Strong said, again, Marcus will fund it himself. 
 
The majority voted “Yes”.  Hamm, Franklin, and Washington were “absent”.  Motion carried 4-yes, 
3-absent. 
 
 
Bilski announced that the next meeting will be the Regular meeting on October 11, 2016 at 10:00 A.M., and 
the Second Reading of the 2017 Budgets will be held on October 11, 2016 at 2:00 P.M. 
 
 
There being no further business to come before the Council, it was moved and seconded that the Council 
does now adjourn, to meet again, as required by law. 
 
 
         
 
           _________________________ 
           President, Lake County Council 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
__________________ 
John Petalas, 
Lake County Auditor 
 
 
 


