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WHEREAS, in the opinion of the County Auditor, the public 
interests required that the Lake County Council, should be 
called to meet in regular session at this time, for the purpose 
of considering additional appropriations, a written notice was 
sent to each member of the Council, and proper advertisement 
made, and all other acts performed in accordance with the 
laws governing such matters. 

 
And now in obedience to such call, come Ted Bilski, President, David Hamm, Elsie Franklin, Jamal 
Washington, Daniel Dernulc, Christine Cid, and Eldon Strong, County Councilpersons, together with Ray 
Szarmach, County Council Attorney. 
 
In the Matter of Minutes of March 8, 2016. 
 
Hamm made a motion, seconded by Washington to approve the Minutes of March 8, 2016.  The majority 
voted “Yes”.  Motion carried 7-0. 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 1395 

 

Section 1.    Be It Ordained by the County Council of Lake County, IN., that for the expenses of the County 
Government and its institutions, the following sums of money are hereby appropriated and ordered set 
apart out of the several funds herein named and for the purposes herein appropriated, and shall be held to 
include all expenditures authorized to be made during the year unless otherwise expressly stipulated and 
provided by law. 
 

Appropriation  
          Requested  Appropriated 
 
      General Fund 001 
 
Veterans Service    2700 
41210    Longevity         $       220.00   $       220.00 
Commissioners    2900  
41250    Unemployment Compensation     -$       220.00  -$       220.00 
Commissioners    2900 
44500    Construction/Reconstruction      $800,000.00   $800,000.00 
   Clerk’s Record Perpetuation Fund 194 
Clerk    0100 
41190    Part-Time         $  51,250.00   $  51,250.00 
41220    FICA         $    4,000.00   $    4,000.00 
41260    Workman’s Comp        $    4,500.00   $    4,500.00 
41380    Seasonal Employee       $  17,000.00   $  17,000.00 
43145    Legal Services        $       500.00   $       500.00 
44410    Furniture & Fixtures       $    5,000.00   $    5,000.00 
44420    Office Machines        $    6,000.00   $    6,000.00 
44490    Other Equipment        $    5,000.00   $    5,000.00 
   Website Maintenance Fund 256 
Clerk    0100 
41190    Part-Time         $  88,097.00   $  88,097.00 
41220    FICA         $  11,650.00   $  11,650.00 
41260    Workman’s Comp        $    4,600.00   $    4,600.00 
   Coroner’s Facility Fee Fund 273 
Coroner    0700 
41190    Part-Time         $  30,000.00   $  30,000.00 
41220    FICA         $    5,000.00   $    5,000.00 
41260    Workman’s Compensation      $    2,000.00   $    2,000.00 
   Payroll Court Judgment Fund 441 
Commissioners    2900 
41220    FICA         $    4,973.00  Defer to 5-10-16 
41398    Court Judgment        $  65,000.00  Defer to 5-10-16 
    

TRANSFER OF FUNDS CERTIFICATE 
 

I, the proper legal officer of Lake County Council, Lake County, IN., hereby certify to the Auditor of Lake 
County, that the Lake County Council, approved the following transfers: 
 
          Requested  Approved 
 
Coroner    0700 
From:    001-41190    Part-Time      $    5,000.00 
To:    001-43630    Maintenance & Service Contr   $    5,000.00  $     5,000.00 
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Calumet Township Assessor    1000 
2015 Reassessment Fund 337 
From:    337-41190    Part-Time      $    8,000.00 
To:    337-41380    Seasonal Employee     $    8,000.00  $     8,000.00 
Parks & Recreation    5156 
Parks & Recreation Fund 107 
From:    107-41240    Group Insurance Deduction   $  36,100.00 
To:    107-41110    Officials & Administrators    $  29,200.00  $   29,200.00 
         107-41220    FICA       $    2,500.00  $     2,500.00 
         107-41230    PERF       $    4,400.00  $     4,400.00 
Commissioners    2900 
CEDIT Non-Reverting Fund 012 
From:    012-41240    Group Insurance Deduction   $600,000.00 
To:    012-44500    Construction & Reconstruction   $600,000.00  $600,000.00 
Commissioners    2900 
CEDIT Non-Reverting Fund 012 
From:    012-44510    Other Capital Outlay    $  16,000.00   
             012-44530    Kankakee River Construction   $  30,183.00   
To:    012-44520    Little Calumet Construction    $  46,183.00  $  46,183.00 
Commissioners    2900 
From:    001-41250    Unemployment Compensation   $    8,000.00 
To:    001-43956    Fair Premiums      $    8,000.00  $    
8,000.00 
Drainage Board    2600 
Drainage Improvement Fund 790 
From:    790-43160    Little Cal River Engineering   $    4,865.00 
             790-43165    Kankakee River Engineering   $    4,253.00 
To:    790-44520    Little Calumet Construction    $    4,865.00  $    4,865.00 
         790-44530    Kankakee River Construction   $    4,253.00  $    4,253.00 
St. John Township Assessor    1800 
From:    001-43919    Laundry & Cleaning    $       100.00 
To:    001-43955    Official Bond      $       100.00  $       100.00 
Prosecutor    0800 
From:    001-42110    Office Supplies     $    2,000.00 
             001-43620    Equipment Repair     $    3,000.00 
             001-43630    Maintenance & Serv Contr   $    3,000.00 
To:    001-42210    Petroleum Products     $    5,000.00  $    5,000.00 
         002-43910    Dues & Subscriptions     $    3,000.00  $    
3,000.00 
Prosecutor IV-D    0850 
From:    001-43630    Maintenance & Serv Contr   $    3,200.00 
To:    001-43910    Dues & Subscriptions    $    3,200.00  $    3,200.00 
Ross Township Assessor    1700 
From:    001-41190    Part-Time      $    3,500.00 
To:    001-43240    Telephone      $    2,100.00  $    2,100.00 
         001-43630    Maintenance & Serv Contr    $    1,400.00  $    1,400.00 
Ross Township Assessor    1700 
2015 Reassessment Fund 337 
From:    337-41190    Part-Time      $ 10,000.00 
To:    337-43190    Other Professional Service    $ 10,000.00  $ 10,000.00 
Economic Development    6100 
From:    001-43234    Travel-Trans/Other    $   1,000.00 
             001-43240    Telephone      $   2,000.00 
To:    001-43320    Advertising      $   1,000.00  $   1,000.00 
         001-41190    Part-Time      $   2,000.00  $   2,000.00 
Juvenile Court    4100 
L.C. Community Correction Fund 391 
From:    391-43190    Other Professional Service   $ 20,000.00 
To:    391-42410    Other Supplies     $   5,500.00  $   5,500.00 
         391-43995    Other Services & Charges    $ 14,500.00  $ 14,500.00 
Juvenile Court    4100 
From:    001-43630    Maintenance & Serv Contr   $   1,000.00 
To:    001-42230    Clothing      $   1,000.00  $   1,000.00 
Juvenile Court    4100 
From:    001-41130     Technicians     $   8,268.00 
To:    001-41190    Part-Time      $   8,268.00  $   8,268.00 
Detention Center    4200 
From:    001-41120    Professionals     $ 10,000.00 
To:    001-42220    Garage & Motors     $   7,500.00  $   7,500.00 
         001-42240    Household & Inst Supplies    $   2,500.00  $   2,500.00 
 



County Council                                     Regular Meeting                                                       April 12, 2016 
                                                                           10:00 A.M. 

CASA    4150 
From:    001-43630    Maintenance & Service    $   1,000.00 
To:    001-43995    Other Services & Charges    $   1,000.00  $   1,000.00 
 
and that such transfer does not necessitate expenditure of more money than was set out in detail in the 
budget as finally approved by the Department of Local Government Finance. 
 
This transfer was made at a regular public meeting according to proper ordinance, a copy of which is 
attached to this certificate. 
 
Dated this 12

th
 day of April, 2016. 

 
Adopted this 12

th
 day of April, 2016. 

 
  NAY          AYE 
 
               Ted Bilski 
               David Hamm 
               Elsie Franklin 
               Jamal Washington 
               Christine Cid 
               Daniel Dernulc 
               Eldon Strong 
 
             Members of the Lake County Council 
 
ATTEST: 
John Petalas, 
Lake County Auditor 
 
       Additionals 
 
     Made motion  seconded 
General fund 001 
 
Veterans Service($220)  Washington  Hamm   The majority voted “Yes” to 
          approve.  Motion carried 7-0. 
Commissioners(-$220)  Franklin  Strong   The majority voted “Yes” to 
          approve.  Motion carried 7-0. 
Commissioners($800,000)  Franklin  Strong   The majority voted “Yes” to 
          approve.  Cid, “No”.  Motion carried 
          6-yes, 1-no.   
Clerk’s Record Perpetuation Fund 194 
Clerk($93,250)   Franklin  Cid   The majority voted “Yes” to  
          approve. Motion carried 7-0. 
Website Maintenance Fund 256  
Clerk($104,347)   Franklin  Hamm   The majority voted “Yes” to  
          approve.  Motion carried 7-0. 
Coroner’s Facility Fee Fund 273 
Coroner($37,000)   Cid   Hamm   The majority voted “Yes” to  
          approve.  Motion carried 7-0. 
 
Payroll Court Judgment Fund 441 
Commissioners($69,973)  Franklin  Dernulc  The majority voted “Yes” to  
          Defer to 5-10-16.  Motion to defer 
          carried 7-0. 
 
Footnotes 
 
Re:  Commissioners(-$220) – Franklin made a motion, seconded by Strong to approve the reduction.   
Franklin explained that this is for Longevity pay that was not given to one of the employees, and we need 
to add that to his salary. 
The majority voted “Yes”.  Motion to approve carried 7-0. 
 
       Transfer 
 
     Made motion  seconded 
 
Coroner($5,000)   Cid   Hamm   The majority voted “Yes” to  
          approve.  Motion carried 7-0. 
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Calumet Twp Assr($8,000) 
2015 Reassessment Fund 
337     Hamm   Washington  The majority voted “Yes” to 
          approve.  Motion carried 7-0. 
 
Parks & Recreation($36,100) 
Parks & Rec Fund 107  Hamm   Dernulc  The majority voted “Yes” to 
          approve.  Motion carried 7-0. 
 
 
Commissioners($600,000) 
CEDIT Non-Reverting  
Fund 012    Franklin  Strong   The majority voted “Yes” to  
          approve.  Cid voted “No”.  Motion 
          carried 6-yes, 1-no. 
Commissioners($46,183) 
CEDIT Non-Reverting 
Fund 012    Franklin   Dernulc  The majority voted “Yes” to 
(See Footnotes)        approve.  Motion carried 7-0. 
Commissioners($8,000)  Franklin  Strong   The majority voted “Yes” to  
          approve.  Motion carried 7-0. 
Drainage Board($9,118)  Hamm   Dernulc  The majority voted “Yes” to 
Drainage Imp Fund 790       approve.  Motion carried 7-0. 
St. John Twp Assr($100)  Hamm   Cid   The majority voted “Yes” to 
          approve.  Motion carried 7-0. 
Prosecutor($8,000)   Franklin  Dernulc  The majority voted “Yes” to 
          approve.  Motion carried 7-0. 
Prosecutor IV-D($3,200)  Franklin  Hamm   The majority voted “Yes” to  
          approve.  Motion carried 7-0. 
Ross Twp Assr($3,500)  Hamm   Cid   The majority voted “Yes” to 
          approve.  Motion carried 7-0. 
Ross Twp Assr($10,000)  Hamm   Washington  The majority voted “Yes” to 
(2015 Reassessment Fund 337)      approve.  Motion carried 7-0. 
Economic Development($3,000) Washington  Franklin  The majority voted “Yes” to 
          approve.  Motion carried 7-0. 
Juvenile Court($20,000)   
(L.C. Community Corrections 
Fund 391)    Dernulc  Strong   The majority voted “Yes” to 
          approve.  Washington was “absent”. 
          Motion carried 6-yes, 1-absent. 
Juvenile Court($1,000)  Dernulc  Hamm   The majority voted “Yes” to  
          approve.  Motion carried 7-0. 
Juvenile Court($8,268)  Dernulc  Washington  The majority voted “Yes” to 
          approve.  Motion carried 7-0. 
Detention Center($10,000)  Dernulc  Cid   The majority voted “Yes” to 
          approve.  Motion carried 7-0. 
CASA($1,000)   Cid   Washington  The majority voted “Yes” to 
          approve.  Motion carried 7-0. 
 
Footnotes 
 
Re:  Commissioners($600,000)  – CEDIT Non-Reverting Fund 012 – Franklin made a motion, seconded 
by Strong to approve. 
Cid said that she will not be approving this.  She said she believes that this is money that may have been 
designated for roads, and there are several roads, especially in Calumet Township, unincorporated, that 
have never received any new surfacing, and are in desperate need of repairs.  She said, not having seen 
the RFP for this project yet, and knowing the expenses for this project, she can not support taking money 
away from roads, to support this, at this time. 
 
Strong said, it is explained clearly, it’s from group insurance deductions, it has nothing to do with roads.  
Roads are not affected by this action. 
 
Cid said, it’s a CEDIT fund, and CEDIT fund was designated, she believes, by the Commissioners for 
roads. 
 
Blanchard said it’s not dedicated for roads.  There may be dollars coming in.  Senate Bill 67 is going to be 
dedicated for roads and bridges, but not this portion that they are asking to be transferred today. 
 
Cid said, but it could be used for roads, and this is a $1. something million dollars, $1.4, and then we 
borrowed another $1 or $2 million, she doesn’t remember, but it’s just without seeing the full cost of this 
Project, and we haven’t received those monies yet from the State, and she believes we are going to 
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receive maybe $7.5 million, well $7.5 million dollars doesn’t really give us much for road repairs, so 
citizens are concerned in that area because they haven’t received anything, Cid said I won’t support this. 
 
Strong commented, in a perfect world, we wouldn’t have to be moving money around, we would have 
money to build buildings.  If we can get out from underneath the rent that we are currently paying for this 
building.  Strong said this is something we have to get done, it was planned to get done.  He said he 
doesn’t think the roads are going to be affected.  He has been an advocate for roads the entire time he 
has been here on the Council, and he doesn’t think this is going to affect roads.  He said he is going to 
continue to be an advocate for road repair, but he also is an advocate for this building, we have to get this 
done so we stop spending money. 
Franklin said, when it comes to Calumet Township, as it relates to the roads, we started that project on 
45

th
 Avenue, to do the repairs, and we had monies that were appropriated to do that.  Franklin said, it is 

my understanding from our Congressman, and from the Highway Department, that there will be money 
forthcoming to go back into Calumet Township to finish up some of the streets, and roads that we are 
trying to repair out there.  Franklin said, if anybody has been “jumping up and down” about that area, it has 
been me, since I’ve been here.  I was able to get some funds, and we have not completed that project, as 
it relates to 45

th
 Avenue, but we do have funds available to do that. 

 
Cid said, I know, I’ve driven down 45

th
 Avenue, but I’m not talking about 45

th
, I’m talking about the roads in 

front of people’ homes, those side roads.  Cid said, 45
th

 looks great right now, I agree, but I’m talking about 
homes right into where people live. 
 
Bilski commented that you can’t drive through anywhere in the State, without running into a pothole, and 
that’s a shame, he said our local Cities and Towns now have the ability, with new legislation being passed, 
to adopt a wheel tax, and this year, if it’s passed, prior to June, they will have the ability to have matching 
funds from the State, to address some of these issues.  Bilski said we are unincorporated County, with our 
roadways, and he doesn’t know what that would amass, if we did pass one, but it sure sounds to me, that 
there may be dialogue in the future, about a wheel tax. 
 
The majority voted “Yes”.  Cid voted “No”.  Motion carried 6-yes, 1-no.  
 
In the Matter of Revised 144’s for Commissioners E-911,  and Juvenile Court   
 
Re:  Commissioners – Strong made a motion, seconded by Hamm to defer for 90 days, to July 12, 2016. 
 
Cid asked why is this being deferred for 90 days, instead of another 30 days? 
 
Strong said that he spoke with the Director, Mr. Hitchcock, and he still has a lot of positions that he needs 
to fill, and he is okay with this. 
 
Cid asked, for 90 days? 
 
Strong said we can always bring it back, if an issue occurs, but he is alright with 90 days. 
 
The majority voted “Yes”.  Cid voted “No”.  Motion to defer carried 6-yes, 1-no. 
 
Re:  Juvenile Court – Dernulc made a motion, seconded by Cid to approve.  The majority voted “Yes”.  
Motion to approve carried 7-0. 
 
Rev 144 – Fund 001    Present  Proposed  Difference 
 
13608-006 Court Reporter    $34,134  $30,000  -$4,134 
13608-001 Court Reporter    $34,134  $30,000  -$4,134 
 
In the Matter of Create New Line item – Commissioners. 
  
Franklin made a motion, seconded by Strong to create new line item for Commissioners, 012-2900-44500 
– Construction & Reconstruction.   
 
Strong commented, this will be for the money being moved around for the new Co-Op extension, and Soil 
& Water Building that’s on the property. 
 
The majority voted “Yes”.  Motion carried 7-0. 
 
In the Matter of Create New Line Item – Commissioners. 
 
Franklin made a motion, seconded by Hamm to create new line item for Commissioners, 001-2900-43956 
– Fair Premiums.   
Strong said this is for the 4-H program at the Fair. 
The majority voted “Yes”.  Motion carried 7-0. 
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In the Matter of Create New Line Item – Veterans Service. 
 
Washington made a motion, seconded by Hamm to create new line item for Veterans, 001-2700-41210 – 
Longevity.  The majority voted “Yes”.  Motion carried 7-0. 
 
In the Matter of Create New Line Item – Ross Township Assessor. 
 
Hamm made a motion, seconded by Washington to create new line item 337-1700-43190 – Other 
Professional Service.  The majority voted “Yes”.  Motion carried 7-0. 
 
In the Matter of Create New Line Item – Economic Development. 
 
Washington made a motion, seconded by Franklin to create new line item for Economic Development,  
001-6100-41190 – Part-Time.  The majority voted “Yes”, Hamm was “absent”.  Motion carried 6-yes, 1-
absent. 
 
In the Matter of Create New Line Item – Economic Development. 
 
Washington made a motion, seconded by Franklin to create new line item for Economic Development, 
001-6100-43320 – Advertising.  The majority voted “Yes”.  Hamm was “absent”.  Motion carried 6-yes, 1-
absent 
 
In the Matter of Create New Line Item – Juvenile Court. 
 
Dernulc made a motion, seconded by Strong to create new line item for Juvenile Court – 391-4100-42410 
Other Supplies.  The majority voted “Yes”.  Motion carried 7-0. 
 
In the Matter of Create New Line Item – Juvenile Court. 
 
Dernulc made a motion, seconded by Strong to create new line item for Juvenile Court – 391-4100-43995 
– Other Services & Charges.  The majority voted “Yes”.  Motion carried 7-0. 
 
In the Matter of Create New Line Item – Juvenile Court. 
 
Dernulc made a motion, seconded by Hamm to create new line item for Juvenile Court, 001-4100-42230 – 
Clothing.  The majority voted “Yes”.  Washington was “absent”.  Motion carried 6-yes, 1-absent . 
 
In the Matter of Create New Line Item – CASA 
 
Cid made a motion, seconded by Franklin to create new line item for CASA, 001-4150-43995 – Other 
Services & Charges.  The majority voted “Yes”.  Motion carried 7-0. 
 
In the Matter of Citizen Appointments – County Domestic Violence Fatality Review Team – Probation 
Officer 
 
Cid made a motion, seconded by Dernulc to defer to 5-10-16.  The majority voted “Yes”.  Washington was 
“absent”.  Motion to defer to 5-10-16 carried 6-yes, 1-absent. 
 
In the Matter of Citizen Appointment – Northwest Indiana Regional Development Authority  
 
Hamm made a motion, seconded by Cid to defer to 5-10-16.  The majority voted “Yes”. Washington was 
“absent”.  Motion to defer to 5-10-16 carried 6-yes, 1-absent. 
 
In the Matter of Citizen Appointment – Merit System Board – Lake County Correction Division 
 
Hamm made a motion, seconded by Cid to defer to 5-10-16.  The majority voted “Yes”.  Washington was 
“absent”.  Motion to defer carried 6-yes, 1-absent. 
 
In the Matter of Collective Bargaining Agreement Between the County of Lake, Lake County Indiana, and 
Lake County Correctional Association, Local Chapter 11, affiliated with the International Union of Police 
Associations, AFL-CIO, and the Indiana Fraternal Order of Police Labor Council, Inc. – January 1, 2015 – 
December 31, 2017. 
 
Dernulc made a motion, seconded by Cid to defer to 5-10-16.  The majority voted “Yes”.  Washington was 
“absent”.  Motion to defer carried 6-yes, 1-absent. 
 
In the Matter of Lake Ridge Fire Protection District/Lake Ridge Volunteer Fire Department 
 
WITHDRAWN 
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In the Matter of Internal Control Standards. 
 
Dante explained that this was brought to a head in February, Dante gave his opinions, at that time.  They 
followed it up with possibly some guidance and advisement services.  They have a Contract that was 
submitted to the Council last week for Horwath. 
 
Dante said there are 4 Phases, from making a materiality policy, which means, what is the scope for this 
Project, what is training, who’s going to train, how much is needed.  Dante said that’s going to be Risk 
Assessment.  He said the cost of that, for those first 2 items he just mentioned about is $20,000 maximum, 
to be shared between the Auditor, and the County Council.   
 
Dante said, he is asking for review, and hopefully approval for at least, Step 1, and Step 2 of these 
services by Crowe Horwath. 
 
Bilski made a motion, seconded by Hamm to approve.   
 
Dante explained that there are 2 other Steps in here, but he wouldn’t authorize them unless he had the 
money, and he had discussions, and they could be expensive, if we went to training for them.  Dante said 
he does not foresee them doing training, which is our jobs, not their jobs, but they put it in the Agreement 
here, but there is no money there for it, so it can’t be executed. 
 
Bilski said, we will be meeting with Department Heads.   
 
Dante said, once you sign this, we need to have an appointment list of implementers, those are going to 
be your key areas:  Commissioners, Public Safety, a specialty group that represent their folks, in terms of 
the training that they need.  Dante added, “I don’t know what kind of training Court Reporters need, I don’t 
know what kind of training Correctional Officers need, so we have to enlist the implementers that tell the 
Risk Assessor group. 
 
Bilski said we will have that list of implementers, and we will meet with them to go over that.. 
 
Dante said, you have to co-mingle the two groups now, to create a Plan, which Mr. Szarmach is going to 
have for you, very shortly, in the next 2 or 3 months, and it has to be built upon something, and this is the 
something.   
 
The majority voted “Yes”.  Cid voted “No”.  Franklin was “absent”.  Motion to approve carried 5-yes, 1-no, 
1-absent. 
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In the Matter of Public Hearing – Petition for a Vacation of a Fourteen (14) foot alley between Roosevelt 
Place and Taft Street that connects 47

th
 Avenue to 48

th
 Avenue. 

 
Hamm made a motion, seconded by Cid to open the Public Hearing for a Petition for a Vacation of a 
Fourteen (14) foot alley between Roosevelt Place and Taft Street that connects 47

th
 Avenue to 48

th
 

Avenue. 
 
Louise Neese, Chairperson for the Lake Ridge Fire Protection District was present, and in favor of this 
Vacation, so they can build a new fire station, in an unincorporated area.  Ms. Neese said that it has never 
been done before, and it would be something really great for the Calumet Township, unincorporated area 
 
Kevin Smith, Attorney for the Board, was in favor of Petition.  He said that there were no objections to this, 
the utilities have been contacted, everyone has been contacted, and there has been no objections.  
Attorney Smith explained that this is a vacation of an alley between 47

th
 and 48

th
 on Roosevelt Place.   
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Hamm made a motion, seconded by Washington to close the Public Hearing.  The majority voted “Yes” to 
close the Public Hearing.  Motion carried 7-0.  SEE ORDINANCE NO. 1395D. 
 
In the Matter of Resolution Reimbursing Fund 441 Insurance Liability Fund from Fund 541 Court Judgment 
Fund. 
 
Franklin made a motion, seconded by Strong to defer to 5-10-16.  The majority voted “Yes”.  Motion to 
defer carried 7-0. 
 
In the Matter of Resolution Permitting Lake County Sheriff to pay 2015 invoices with 2016 funds in the 
amount of $4,170.35 – 001-0500-42230- Clothing. 
 
Hamm made a motion, seconded by Strong to defer to 5-10-16.  
  
Washington said that the one thing that he promised, when he was elected, was that, according to the 
issues at hand, we are not just increasing taxes to increase the taxes (inaudible).  We increased the taxes 
by 1.5%.  Washington said, the reason he says this is, last year, when he asked every department if they 
wanted to pay previous years bills, with the current years’ funds, Washington said, he believes that 
everyone said, at that time, yes. 
Washington said that Councilman Strong had brought this up, at that time.  He said, they had a workshop 
Thursday, and he asked the question, “are we holding the bills because we don’t have money, or is it 
because they are received late?”   The answer was, “we just don’t have the money”.  Washington said he 
has an issue with that.  The reason why he has an issue with this is because when we set the budget, and 
we had a tough time setting the budget last year, in terms of making sure that we hold everyone 
accountable for the amount of money that is allocated to the county.   
 
Washington said that’s a way of circumventing the budget, to hold the bills till the end of the year, and say, 
“don’t pay them until the next year”. Then next year comes around, then you want to pay the bills.  Right 
now, we are on pace at the beginning of the second quarter of $2.5 million dollars, over the budget.  
Washington said, I heard us talking about roads today, that is something that I think that we, as 
Councilmembers need to hold everyone accountable. 
 
Washington said he did a little research, and said there are 2 ways we can correct the budget.  We can 
keep throwing money at the budget, or you can try to manage what you have. 
Washington said, what we have right now is, he is looking at $2.9 million dollars increase in our 
Consulting, from 2013, until now.  He is looking at $1.1 million dollars from the replacement of Edgewater, 
that’s the mental health.  He is looking at $2.5 million, that’s going over the budget for bills, that’s a total of 
$6.5 million dollars.  That’s an issue, and when people say to me that I don’t understand, what I 
understand is that we have our citizens to pay 1.5% increase, and I do not believe that we are doing our 
job.  Washington said, “I am not saying that anything that’s over there isn’t supposed to be, I am not saying 
that he is doing it wrong, but what I’m saying is that we need to be more aggressive, in a lot of areas, and 
hopefully we can start looking into that.  So the reason why any bills that are brought today for the Sheriff, I 
am looking to defer.  Washington said, I would like to look at a few ways of changing a few things that 
we’ve talked about.  Outsourcing our Health Insurance, as far as the billing portion of it.  There has to be a 
better way, there has to be.  Washington said, It must be a better way, the solution is not bonding out 
every year.  The solution is not going to be to raise the taxes.  The answer is for us to be our stewards, 
and say, “what else can we do”?  
 
Franklin said, since I am the Chairperson for the Sheriff’s Department, I will be asking for the committee 
members, and I, to sit down with the Sheriff, and we try to find out what is it that we can do to help the 
Sheriff because no matter how we look at it, at the end of the day, we still have to pay the bills.  
Franklin said I intend to, and I will have a committee meeting with the Sheriff, because we can’t solve it 
here on the floor, and give him an opportunity to go back and take a look at his budget, and see what it is 
that he can do to help correct the situation.  Franklin said, I want to give him that opportunity, and that is 
why I asked for a deferral. 
 
Cid commented that there are maybe some solutions to this, but because we allowed all departments to 
come before us, and pay late bills, because they come in at the end of the year, for 2016 funds, we must 
realize that, that’s going to short the current year’s funds.  What we can do, when you run out of money, 
first of all, on the contracts for the vendors, maybe there needs to be something that states that they must 
submit their bills within 30 days, and perhaps, at the end of the year, because there is no more funds to 
encumber, for bills that you know may come, that you don’t have any control over, such as hospital bills, 
that you need to come before the Council, at that time, and ask for those extra dollars, instead of using 
current years’ funds.  There are some solutions, that can be made. 
 
Washington said, this isn’t an issue to be taken lightly, I am speaking about $2.5 million dollars.  I was 
elected to be aggressive, and to speak for the people that cannot speak, and that’s what I’m doing today. 
Washington said, I was clearly told last year, that this will not happen this year, and it’s happened already, 
at the beginning of the second quarter.  We are deliberately going over the budget. This is something that 
we need to address.  
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Cid said I think that most of us try to be fiscally responsible, and when you keep adding to this past budget 
year, there were several Councilpersons that added new positions, so to say to live within our budget, and 
not increase… when you keep adding new positions that add to the cost of health insurance, is that being 
fiscally responsible?   Cid said, so there’s more than just this.   
 
Franklin said I certainly am not taking any of this lightly, but I do feel that what I need to do, as the 
Chairperson, is to sit down with our Financial Advisor, along with the Sheriff, then we can understand 
better what is going on in that area, but please don’t “paint the picture” that I am “breezing” over this, and 
“taking it lightly”.  This something that we’ve never taken lightly with any departments, and that includes all 
of the Councilpersons that have been here before, and at the present time.  Franklin said “I think it’s no 
more than fair”.  We are looking at what is before us.  I as the Chairperson, have every intention of trying 
to help the Sheriff to get to where we would like to see him, and do everything we can do to make sure that 
this doesn’t happen again, but there is too much to do right here, we need to do a financial, and committee 
meeting, and that’s what I want to do. Franklin said to Councilman Washington, this is not something that 
we are taking lightly. I have spoken to some of my other colleagues, and at one time it was Councilwoman 
Cid’ committee, and trust me, she never “glazed” over anything, as it was related to the Sheriff’s 
Department.  He has a big responsibility over there, and we do too, and we must take every avenue and 
every effort that we can, to try to see that this doesn’t occur again.  Franklin said I will be calling a 
committee meeting, and I will be asking for committee members, and our financial advisor to sit down with 
us and take a look at this.  This is not something we can do right here, and now. 
 
Bilski said that every community out there, the taxing units out there, has an opportunity to eliminate the 
income tax.  This Body has the opportunity to eliminate the Income Tax, if they so chooses.  This income 
tax is money we have appropriated, as a custom, and it takes care of unincorporated county, for the most 
part.  Bilski said he adamantly opposed the Bond, as a matter of fact, Bilski said, he promoted other 
avenues of raising revenue because he thinks bonding for those items is the wrong way to go, but that’s 
just my statement. 
 
Hamm said there are 2 concerns, the large amount of money, and he said he spoke to the Sheriff’ 
bookkeeper, who told him that this was due to late billing.  He said then, he was told at the last study 
session that’s not true, it was because we are out of money.  Hamm said we need to develop a Plan. 
 
Cid said we are using this year’ funds, so right now, if these were approved, and they run out of money in 
2016, so we need to appropriate money, the procedure we are following. 
 
Hamm said that he asked Division III, specifically, why is this coming in now?  They said, because the bill 
came in late, they were not short.  Hamm said he asked them, are you going to come back for more 
money?  They said, no, we will be caught up this year completely.   
 
Bilski said I think we are going to work through this, I think we are going to look at handling these bills, and 
when the money is due, it’s due.  We understand that, but is the cost so extraordinary, and so inflated that 
we have to look at it?  Bilski said I think that’s where we have to do some investigation to make sure to be 
stewards of the taxpayers, and to make sure you are getting the “best bang for your buck”.  
 
Dernulc said the dialogue is good.  This is something that I have talked to the Sheriff about several times, 
and one thing that I hope that we get out of this, is maybe we have to look at our budget in the fall, better, 
because this is an ongoing thing, and the Sheriff knows that those are my concerns. 
  
Strong said, the idea of a budget, is that you must live within your means, without that, the system falls 
apart.  We have to stay within our budget, and if we cannot, then we have to get ahead of the “curve”, and 
figure out why it is, so we can make the adjustments the following year, and not consistently fall behind.  
We have to do this, otherwise, we are always playing “catch up”.  Strong said, I like to use the analogy, 
where “we’re digging a hole, and we are throwing the dirt straight up.”  We are not getting anywhere, we 
are digging a hole, and the dirt is falling in on top of us.  We have to get out of this hole, and we have to 
adjust our system.  Strong said, I think the Sheriff is a great guy.  I am not happy with the bookkeeping 
method.  I think we have to make some adjustments on the system that we are using to pay these bills.   
 
Sheriff Buncich wanted to read a statement that he prepared: 
 
“Members of the Lake County Council, at the Lake County Council workshop last Thursday, a discussion 
ensued regarding the items for payment requested by me for this meeting on today’s agenda. 
 
Apparently, some of your members questioned the need of my request for payment of 2015 invoices in 
2016.  As you know, I, along with my budget supervisor, Melanie Dillon made every attempt to explain the 
purpose of the request, however, there seemed to be some uncertainties on the part of the Council that 
led to accusations of budget mismanagement on my part.  After much discussion last Thursday, some 
Council members requested an investigative review by the Council, of my Sheriff’s/ Jail operating budgets. 
 
    It is no secret that I have one of the largest, if not the largest budgets in County Government, and 
because of this fact, I take very serious my responsibility of day-to-day administrative management of my 
department to which I was elected to perform.   
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Since last Thursday’s meeting, when these questions arose, I have found it very distressing that my 
Administration and Budget Management would be called into question. 
 
    I feel that now the time has come that we must immediately address these issues and your concerns 
head-on to correct and answer any misconceptions or misinterpretations you may have. 
 
    I am therefore, requesting a meeting either with the entire Lake County Council, or Council members so 
designated to meet as soon as possible to answer any and all questions, and/or concerns regarding the 
Lake County Sheriff’s Department budgets.  I further ask that this be a public meeting for transparency 
purposes on my behalf.  At this proposed meeting, I intend to go into great detail to carefully scrutinize my 
entire Sheriff’s department operations. 
 
   I intend to have several members of my staff from every facet of operations available to explain 
operational costs, expenditures, and our budget system.  I intend to go into great detail concerning our 
operational, medical, and mental health costs, at my proposed meeting. 
 
    I further request that this meeting be held immediately, or no later than the end of this month, so as to 
clarify your concerns as rapidly as possible.   
 
    In closing, may I kindly remind you that having possibly the largest budget in County Government and 
taking into consideration that the primary functions of our agency are dealt with on a 24/7 jail management, 
and law enforcement schedule; I am sure you realize that my office requires more funding than several of 
the other county administrative offices that operate only Monday through Friday. 
 
For years I have enjoyed my excellent working relationship with the Lake County Council, and it is my 
sincere desire to once again restore our trust and confidence, and good working relationship in one 
another, after this meeting is held, and hopefully put this issue to rest once and for all”. 
 
“Thank you” 
 
Bilski said, in order to meet your request, we will defer to the Chair, who is Council lady Franklin, to 
schedule that meeting.  Bilski said, that meeting to be public, and with more than 3 Councilpersons 
present.  It has to be advertised, which means, it has to follow the same guidelines as when we set up this 
meeting, or any other budgetary meeting. 
 
Dernulc said I think it should be for the Jail also, not just the Sheriff department. 
 
Bilski said you can work together with Council lady Franklin as to a date and time, and get with our 
Attorney, so that we can get it to the staff, and make sure that that meeting will be advertised properly, to 
give us enough time. 
 
Bilski asked, what is the minimum amount of days? 
 
Attorney Szarmach answered, it’s 48 hours before, but something like this, you are going to want to do it a 
week or two in advance.  Attorney Szarmach said, I think you are looking at a time period, to go over, and 
to explain the budget.  It’s not going to be done in an hour or two, that I can see. 
 
Bilski added, maybe multiple meetings.   
 
Attorney Szarmach said you may need multiple meetings because there are different aspects that you 
want to go into.  The DOJ mandate alone, is going to take….   I have stacks of the DOJ reports… 
So, if we are going to do everything, you have to go through bills, so if you are going to do that type of in-
depth review, you are looking at days.  Attorney Szarmach said, again, to answer your question, you have 
48 hours before, but if I could suggest, in most mediations, both sides present to the mediator, their 
positions, backed up by documents.  Now each side doesn’t see what the other submitted to the mediator, 
but that may not be a bad idea, to submit an agenda, and back it up with your documents, and explain 
everything beforehand.  So that you don’t have a meeting, and this is the first time you are looking at this. 
 
Sheriff Buncich said he would be happy to prepare an agenda, he doesn’t care how long it will take, he 
and his staff will be available, if it takes hours, days, weeks, they will be there to answer these questions. 
 
The majority voted “Yes”.  Motion to defer carried 7-0. 
 
Bilski suggested that Councilman Dernulc, as Chairman, and Council lady Franklin, as Chairperson get 
together, establish date, and time, with Attorney Ray Szarmach to establish whether a mediator is the way 
to go. 
 
Attorney Szarmach said, I wasn’t suggesting a mediator at all, what I was suggesting is that as an example 
of presenting either a position, with documents, for example, if I am talking with another Attorney, by just 
making a demand for a settlement, but…. 
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Bilski said, I thought you were suggesting mediation. 
Bilski said my statement still remains the same, Councilman Dernulc, Council lady Franklin please get 
together, establish some dates, times, as the Attorney said, I would welcome and advertise for more than 
three meetings, that way it will help us to establish whether it works best, what time of the day, so please 
get with Attorney Szarmach immediately following this meeting, and we can establish dates, and times, 
and locations for set meetings.    
 
In the Matter of Resolution Permitting Lake County Sheriff to pay 2015 invoices with 2016 funds in the 
amount of $4,661.00 – 001-0500-42220 Garage & Motors.   
 
Dernulc made a motion, seconded by Hamm to defer to 5-10-16.  The majority voted “Yes”.  Motion to 
defer carried 7-0. 
 
In the Matter of Resolution Permitting Lake County Sheriff to pay 2015 Jail invoices with 2016 funds in the 
amount of $4,184.84 – 001-3100-42250 Health Care & Lab Supplies. 
 
Dernulc made a motion, seconded by Hamm to defer to 5-10-16.  The majority voted “Yes”.  Motion to 
defer carried 7-0. 
 
In the Matter of Resolution Permitting Lake County Sheriff to pay 2015 Jail invoices with 2016 funds in the 
amount of $10,648.24 – 001-3100-43630 Maintenance & Service Contracts. 
 
Dernulc made a motion, seconded by Hamm to defer to 5-10-16.  The majority voted “Yes”.  Motion to 
defer carried 7-0. 
 
In the Matter of Resolution Permitting Lake County Sheriff to pay 2015 Jail invoices with 2016 funds in the 
amount of $30,405.23 – 010-3100-43610 Building & Structure. 
 
Dernulc made a motion, seconded by Hamm to defer to 5-10-16.  The majority voted “Yes”.  Motion to 
defer carried 7-0. 
 
In the Matter of Resolution Permitting the Lake County Sheriff to pay 2014 & 2015 Animal Control invoices 
with 2016 funds in the amount of $6,607.11 – 156-3200-43995 Other Services & Charges. 
 
Dernulc made a motion, seconded by Hamm to defer to 5-10-16.  The majority voted “Yes”.  Motion to 
defer carried 7-0. 
 
In the Matter of Resolution to approve Temporary Loan/Transfer from the Sheriff’s Pension Trust Fund, 
Fund No. 287 to the Sheriff’s Towing & Franchise Fee Fund, Fund No. 290 Pursuant to I.C. 36-1-8-4(a), 
Temporary Loan. 
 
Franklin made a motion, seconded by Cid to approve.   
 
Bilski asked Dante, we’ve done these loans, I don’t remember the Towing & Franchise, is what we had 
issues with, and it’s gotten back to where we’re trying to get that zeroed out, and get it to where it’s 
healthy.  I don’t think we’ve ever done that before, I don’t remember doing that. 
 
Dante said, you are getting the Fund 181 out of the loan business, you have to.  We extended the Loan 
business last month, unintentionally, and we still kept it in there, so we have to untangle it, and get Fund 
181 out.  This should have never been last month, it should have never been on the Agenda, so you are 
clearing Fund 181 from the loan business.  Federal money can’t be in the loan business, however, now 
we’ve got two funds that are kind of getting better, that still need help, and that’s Funds 289, and 290, so it 
looks like it’s a co-mingled mess, but it’s not. 
 
Washington asked, what we’re asking for a loan from the Pension Fund, is that right? 
 
Dante answered, correct, to Fund 290.  It’s getting better, but it’s going to take some time. 
 
Washington said, that’s what I was indicating earlier, I can not see myself, especially looking at the bills, I 
can not support “paying Peter, to pay Paul”, and especially taking money from a Pension fund. 
 
Dante said, if you have no Plan in sight, I totally agree, but there is a Plan, you’ve taken some jobs out and 
moved them to the general fund, as I recall 2 or 3 years ago.  The Plan was to let this thing get healthy. 
 
Bilski said, we took everything that was drawing on that Fund out, and I believe that Fund should be able 
to sustain itself, after this. 
 
Dante said, a couple of years.   
 
Dernulc said is this not a loan? 
 



County Council                                     Regular Meeting                                                       April 12, 2016 
                                                                           10:00 A.M. 

Dante answered, yes, absolutely it is. 
 
Ajaz, from the Auditor’s Office said it would be paid back by the end of the year. 
 
Cid said, last month, or the month before, we approved a loan from the Pension Fund.  This isn’t the Fund 
that pays, the monies come into this Fund from the contributions.  If someone retires, the money is there.  
It’s not an issue about someone being shortchanged, there is plenty of money in the Funds.  This is more 
like an Auditor’s “clean-up”.  So we did approve that, we did it in the wrong Fund, so now we’re putting it in 
the Fund that it really needs to be placed in, and … 
 
Bilski interjected, that this was a recommendation by the County Auditor, to the Sheriff. 
 
Ajaz said, that’s a correct statement.  We initiated that. 
 
Cid added that the Sheriff is prepared to make his first payment on this, so he is prepared to make his first 
payment, as soon as we get… 
 
Dernulc asked, can we defer this? 
 
Bilski said he doesn’t think it should be deferred, we can call for the vote on it, and if it fails, then it fails. 
 
Dernulc said he thinks it should be deferred. 
 
Ajaz said it’s from the Auditor, we are cleaning up the Fund, that’s a Federal Forfeiture Fund that has to be 
cleaned up. 
 
Strong said I understand that you have to clean up the Fund, I still oppose borrowing from the Merit Fund.  
I don’t like it.  It may be a Plan, I don’t like the Plan, I think we can do better. 
 
Dante said, there is no risk, it has to be paid back.  The Auditor is going to pull that money out of these 
funds at the end of the year, it’s going to be automatic, so there is no risk. 
 
Strong said I opposed it before, and I am going to oppose it again, I don’t like the Plan. 
 
Bilski said, I think Dante made a good point, there is no risk, because it will be pulled automatically. 
 
Dante said, John wouldn’t allow it. 
 
Franklin, Cid, and Bilski voted “Yes”.  Hamm, Washington, Dernulc, and Strong voted “No”.  Motion failed 
3-yes, 4-no. 
 
In the Matter of Resolution Recognizing May as Lyme Disease Awareness Month. 
 
Cid made a motion, seconded by Washington to approve.  The majority voted “Yes”.  Motion carried 7-0. 
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In the Matter of Resolution Honoring Munster High School Speech & Debate Team – 2016 IHSFA Class 
2A State Champions. 
 
Dernulc made a motion, seconded by Hamm to approve.  The majority voted “Yes”.  Motion to approve 
carried 7-0. 
 
Dernulc read the names of the members on the Speech & Debate Team: 
 
Ani Arzumanian Anna Bilse  Alex Bleza  Trey Deluna  
Hannah Ernst Alejandro Flores Olivia Foley  Logan Hoskins 
Tara Layous  Claire LeMonnier Silvia Lombardo Steven McDunn 
Noah Moell  Eli Nirenberg  Maya Radjenovich Alex Raycroft 
Vivian Reba  Cody Reinsma Anna Riggs  Ally Shinkan 
Titiana Shinkan Sage Sweeney Peyton Tinder Easan Venkat 
Miriah Villaroman Anna Whitney Emily Wierman Chloe Zatorski 
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In the Matter of Resolution Honoring Anna Bilse of the Munster High School Speech & Debate Team – 
2016 IHSFA Sectional and State Champion in Oratorical Declamation. 
 
Hamm made a motion, seconded by Dernulc to approve.  The majority voted “Yes”.  Motion to approve 
carried 7-0. 
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In the Matter of Resolution Honoring Cody Reinsma, of the Munster High School Speech & Debate Team 
– 2016 IHSFA Class 2A State Champion in Scripted Duo Interpretation 
 
Dernulc made a motion, seconded by Hamm to approve.  The majority voted “Yes”.  Motion to approve 
carried 7-0. 
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In the Matter of Resolution Honoring Ani Arzumanian of the Munster High School Speech & Debate Ream 
– 2016 IHSFA State Champion in Scripted Duo Interpretation. 
 
Hamm made a motion, seconded by Dernulc to approve.  The majority voted “Yes”.  Motion to approve 
carried 7-0. 
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In the Matter of Resolution Honoring Ani Arzumanian of the Munster High School Speech & Debate Ream 
– 2016 IHSFA State Champion in Humorous Interpretation. 
 
Dernulc made a motion, seconded by Hamm to approve.  The majority voted “Yes”.  Motion to approve 
carried 7-0. 
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In the Matter of Resolution Permitting the Lake County Commissioners to pay Outstanding 2015 Invoices 
with 2016 funds in the amount of $58.46 – 001-2900-43220 Postage. 
 
Franklin made a motion, seconded by  Cid to approve.  The majority voted “Yes”.  Motion carried 7-0. 
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In the Matter of Resolution Permitting County Court Division III to pay a 2015 invoice with 2016 funds in 
the amount of $350.00 – 001-4050-43190 Other Professional Services. 
 
Hamm made a motion, seconded by Cid to approve.   
Hamm explained that this is a bill that came in for a court reporter, just prior to Christmas, and they just 
received the bill.  Hamm said he inquired with Judge Cantrell, as well as with JoEllen. 
The majority voted “Yes”.  Motion to approve carried 7-0. 
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In the Matter of Resolution Permitting Lake County Prosecutor to pay 2013, 2014 and 2015 invoices with 
2016 funds in the amount of $209.84 – 001-0800-43145 Legal Services. 
 
Franklin made a motion, seconded by Hamm to approve.   
Strong said to Bob, a representative from the Prosecutor’s Office, that some of these bills are from a year, 
or two ago, and he has always questioned why these bills come in late like this.  Strong asked Bob if he 
could give some explanation. 
 
Bob said that the first two, for  2013 and  2014, were for meals for witnesses on trials.  One of the vendors, 
Schoops Hamburgers, here in Crown Point, and they had found some old invoices that they did 
not(inaudible).  They turned them into us last year, we got the Resolution to pay, and then they got lost 
with our moving offices, so we (inaudible).  He explained that the final bill is a legal services, they just 
received that bill on March 1, 2016. 
 
Strong said so the bulk of them were addressed last year, but then during your moving the Prosecutor’s 
Office, they were lost.  The majority voted “Yes”.  Motion to approve carried 7-0. 
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In the Matter of Resolution Permitting the Superior Court of Lake County, Juvenile Division to pay a 2015 
invoice with 2016 funds in the amount of $1,152.00 – 001-4100-43995 Other Services & Charges. 
 
Dernulc made a motion, seconded by Cid to approve.  The majority voted “Yes”.  Motion to approve carried 
7-0. 
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In the Matter of Resolution Amending Resolution No. 16-44 by Repealing and Rescinding the Resolution 
to approve Temporary Loan from the Sheriff’s Pension Trust Fund, Fund No. 287 to the Sheriff’s Federal 
Forfeiture Fund, Fund No. 181, Resolution No. 16-44 
 
Franklin made a motion, seconded by Cid to approve.  The majority voted “Yes”.  The majority voted “Yes”.  
Motion carried 7-0.   
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In the Matter of Resolution Opposing Community Utilities of Indiana, Inc’s Proposed Rate Changes. 
 
Strong made a motion, seconded by Hamm to approve.  The majority voted “Yes”.  Motion to approve 
carried 7-0. 
 
Strong said that there was a Winfield Township representative present, name Pauline Skinner, who is 
really effected by this.  She said that this affects the Lakes of Four Seasons, Stoney Run, the surrounding 
communities.  She said that in Lakes of Four Seasons, there are a lot of seniors who reside there, and the 
Council’ action today is really appreciated. 
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In Support of Indiana Senate Resolution No. 12, a Resolution Concerning the Motor Vehicle Inspection 
and Maintenance Programs in Lake and Porter Counties. 
 
Strong made a motion, seconded by Dernulc to approve.   
 
Strong explained that this is the Emission Testing that goes on now.  Lake and Porter County are the only 
2 Counties left in the State of Indiana that still does these emissions testing, all of the others have been 
removed from the Program.  There is concern that this will cost jobs, there are approximately 50 
contracted employees.  This is a private company, that contract with the State of Indiana, that does these 
emission testing.  This is a Resolution supporting the Senate Resolution to eliminate this emissions testing 
program.   
 
The majority voted “Yes”.  Washington was “absent”.  Motion to approve carried 6-yes, 1-absent. 
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In the Matter of Resolution Supporting the Enforcement of Indiana Code 8-6-7.5, et seq., the Unlawful 
Blocking of Railroad Grade Crossings. 
 
Dernulc made a motion, seconded by Strong to approve.   
 
Cid asked, who is going to charge this fee, we are? 
 
Dernulc answered, we are, and it’s supported by State Statute. 
 
Cid said that one thing that she has found is that these Railroad Corporations don’t mind paying the fees, 
they are still going to…. 
 
Dernulc said he spoke with Rep. Aylesworth, and Slater, and he thinks they should try to bring these 
amounts up, but Dernulc said, that has to be done by the State. 
 
Cid said, I see, it’s a Resolution for the State to consider a fine.  Cid said some Cities do have this. 
 
Hamm said year to date, Hammond has written over 2,000  tickets to Railroads.  
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The majority voted “Yes”.  Washington was “absent”.   Motion to approve carried 6-yes, 1-absent. 
 

In the Matter of Ordinance Amending the Ordinance Establishing a Merit System Board for the Lake 
County Correction Division, Ordinance No. 1322C. 
 
Cid made a motion, seconded by Hamm to defer to May 10, 2016.  The majority voted “Yes”.  Motion to 
defer carried 7-0. 
 
In the Matter of Ordinance Creating the Lake County Superior Court, County Division III, Veterans 
Treatment Court Grant Fund, a Non-Reverting Fund. 
 
Hamm made a motion, seconded by Cid to approve on First Reading.  The majority voted “Yes”.  Motion to 
approve on First Reading carried 7-0. 
 
Hamm made a motion, seconded by Washington to Suspend Rules.  The majority voted “Yes”.  Motion to 
Suspend Rules carried 7-0. 
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Hamm made a motion, seconded by Cid to approve on Second Reading.  The majority voted “Yes”.  
Motion to approve on Second Reading carried 7-0. 
 

 
 
In the Matter of Ordinance Establishing the Restricted Home Address Policy Under I.C. 36-1-8.5, et seq 
and Application Fees. 
 
Hamm made a motion, seconded by Dernulc to approve on First Reading.   
 
Cid said that this would restrict certain individuals, public officials from their address being public 
information, and she just wanted the public to know that she will not be participating in this. 
 
Bilski said that it is his understanding that the elected official, or whoever would elect to do this, would 
have to contact the Auditor’s Office, but this would also cover Police Officers, and people working in under 
cover type work. 
 
Mr. Petalas, the Lake County Auditor, explained that it is a new State Law that is actually mandated for all 
92 counties to approve.  It includes primarily, Police Officers, and Judges.  Mr. Petalas said that his office 
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has a lot of Police Departments waiting for this.  Mr. Petalas further explained that it is not going to 
eliminate parcel numbers, or names, or amount of taxes due, off of our screens, but it will eliminate their 
home addresses, and that’s what it’s all about.  He said as far as elected officials, and Judges, they are 
voluntary participants, but the Police Departments have already called us, and they are waiting to submit 
their lists, so we can do this.   
 
Bilski said there were 4 categories, that he was handed. 
 
Mr. Petalas said yes, that’s part of the Statutes.   
 
The majority voted “Yes”.  Motion to approve on First Reading carried 7-0. 
 
Hamm made a motion, seconded by Dernulc to Suspend Rules.  The majority voted “Yes”.  Motion to 
Suspend Rules carried 7-0. 
 
Hamm made a motion, seconded by Dernulc to approve on Second Reading.  The majority voted “Yes”.  
Motion to approve on Second Reading carried 7-0. 
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In the Matter of Ordinance Creating the Lake County Restricted Home Address Fee Fund, a Non-
Reverting Fund. 
 
Hamm made a motion, seconded by Dernulc to approve on First Reading.   
 
Mr. Petalas, the Auditor explained that there is going to be no charge for any of these Agencies, and 
Officials to have their addresses removed from the system.  He explained that what this particular fee is 
for, is for somebody who, later on in life, has a name change, or sells their house, or retires, and wants to 
put their address  back on, because it does involve some paper work, and it involves putting it through the 
system.  He said that we can’t imagine that for a $10 dollar fee that we are going to get more than 40 or 50 
dollars a year out of this thing, so it will probably be 100 years before there is enough money in there to 
even buy a copy machine, but he explained, that’s the only purpose for that non-reverting fee.  
 
The majority voted “Yes”.  Motion to approve on First Reading carried 7-0. 
 
Hamm made a motion, seconded by Dernulc to Suspend Rules.  The majority voted “Yes”.  Motion to 
Suspend Rules carried 7-0. 
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Hamm made a motion, seconded by Dernulc to approve on Second Reading.  The majority voted “Yes”.  
Motion to approve on Second Reading carried 7-0. 
 

In the Matter of Ordinance Vacating a fourteen (14) foot portion of Alley 24W (between Roosevelt Place 
and Unimproved Taft Street) connecting 47

th
 Avenue to 48

th
 Avenue in Unincorporated Calumet Township, 

Lake County, Indiana 
 
 
Hamm made a motion, seconded by Washington to approve on First Reading.  The majority voted “Yes”.  
Motion to approve on First Reading carried 7-0. 
 
Hamm made a motion, seconded by Washington to Suspend Rules.  The majority voted “Yes”.  Motion to 
Suspend Rules carried 7-0. 
 
Hamm made a motion, seconded by Washington to approve on Second Reading.  The majority voted 
“Yes”.  Motion to approve on Second Reading carried 7-0. 
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In the Matter of Plan Commissioner Ordinances No. 2472, and 2474. 
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Strong made a motion, seconded by Hamm to approve Plan Commission Ordinance No 2472, the 
Unincorporated Lake County Zoning Ordinance No. II to make provisions for Solar Energy Systems on 
First Reading.  The majority voted “Yes”.  Motion to approve on First Reading carried 7-0. 
 
Strong made a motion, seconded by Dernulc to Suspend Rules.  The majority voted “Yes’.  Motion to 
Suspend Rules carried 7-0. 
Strong made a motion, seconded by Hamm to approve Plan Commission Ordinance on Second Reading.  
The majority voted “Yes”.  Motion to approve Ordinance No. 2472 on Second Reading carried 7-0. 
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Re:  Plan Commission Ordinance No. 2474 – Strong made a motion, seconded by Hamm to approve Plan 
Commission Ordinance No 2474, for Verduin Brothers Properties, LLC, Owner, and Petitioner, for a Zone 
Change, from A-1, to RR.   The majority voted “Yes”.  Motion to approve Plan Commission Ordinance No. 
2474 carried 7-0. 
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There being no further business to come before the Council, it was moved and seconded that the Council 
does now adjourn, to meet again as required by law. 
 
 
          ________________________ 
          President, Lake County Council 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
________________ 
John Petalas, 
Lake County Auditor 
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