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WHEREAS, in the opinion of the County Auditor, the public 
interests required that the Lake County Council, should be 
called to meet in regular session at this time, for the purpose 
of considering additional appropriations, a written notice was 
sent to each member of the Council, and proper advertisement 
made, and all other acts performed in accordance with the 
laws governing such matters. 

 
And now in obedience to such call, come Ted Bilski, President, David Hamm, Elsie Franklin, Jerome 
Prince, Daniel Dernulc, Christine Cid, and Eldon Strong, County Councilpersons, together with Ray 
Szarmach, County Council Attorney. 
 
 
In the Matter of Minutes of the Lake County Council Meetings of February 11, 2014. 
 
Hamm made a motion, seconded by Franklin to approve the minutes of the February 11, 2014 L.C. 
Council meeting.  All voted “Yes”.  Motion carried 7-0. 
 
 
 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 1370 
 

Section 1.   Be It Ordained by the County Council of Lake County, IN., that for the expenses of the County 
Government and its institutions, the following sums of money are hereby appropriated and ordered set 
apart out of the several funds herein named and for the purposes herein appropriated, and shall be held to 
include all expenditures authorized to be made during the year unless otherwise expressly stipulated and 
provided by law.   
 
        Appropriation 
         Requested   Appropriated 
 
       

General Fund 001 
 

Commissioners    2900 
43810    TAW Interest(Reduction)   -$  30,585.00    -$  30,585.00 
Juvenile Court    4100      
41110    Officials & Administrators    $  30,585.00     $  30,585.00 
     Cum Cap Dev Fund 651 
Data    3600 
44490    Other Equipment      $  20,000.00     $  20,000.00 
    Non-Reverting L.C. Fairgrounds Fund 131 
Fairgrounds    2920 
42410    Other Supplies      $  10,000.00     $  10,000.00 
   Sheriff’s Grant Fund 239 
Jail    3100 
44420    Office Machines(CNL)     $  34,668.00     $  34,668.00 
   Rainy Day Fund 240         
Public Works    2950 
Create All New Line Items 
41100    Overtime       $    9,000.00     $   9,000.00 
41220    FICA       $       689.00     $      689.00 
41230    PERF       $    1,143.00     $   1,143.00 
42210    Petroleum Products     $    7,944.00     $   7,944.00 
  L.C. Coroner Facility Fee Fund 273 
Coroner    0700   
41190    Part-Time       $    5,000.00     $   5,000.00 
41220    FICA       $       500.00     $      500.00 
41260    Workman’s Comp Deduction    $       500.00     $      500.00 
   Child Support IV-D/FSSA Fund 297    
IV-D Court    3950  
41130    Technicians      $       850.00     $      850.00 
41230    PERF       $       120.00     $     120.00 
IV-D Court    3950  
41110    Officials & Administrators    $  34,000.00     $  34,000.00 
41220    FICA       $    2,601.00     $    2,601.00 
41230    PERF       $    4,828.00     $    4,828.00 
41240    Group Insurance Deduction    $  19,500.00     $  19,500.00 
41260    Workman’s Comp Deduction    $       429.00     $       429.00 
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    Appropriation 
     Requested   Appropriated 
 
2015 Reassessment Fund 337 

Data    3600 
43630    Maintenance & Service Contr    $  45,737.88     $  45,737.88    
  Criminal Courtroom Technology Grant Fund 369 
Criminal Court    4000 
44420    Office Machines(CNL)     $    6,668.00     $    6,668.00 
  Substance Abuse Grant Fund 388 
Criminal Court    4000 
43190    Other Professional Service(CNL)   $  12,451.69     $  12,451.69 
 
   L.C. 911 Fund 399 
Commissioners    2900 
43995    Other Services & Charges    $900,000.00     $650,000.00 
     

TRANSFER OF FUNDS CERTIFICATE 
 

I, the proper legal officer of Lake County Council, Lake County, IN., hereby certify to the Auditor of Lake 
County, that the Lake County Council, approved the following transfers: 
 
        Requested    Approved 
 
Commissioners    2900 
From:    001-43810    TAW Interest    $     16,500.00 
To:    001-41240    Group Insurance    $     16,500.00    $  16,500.00 
Commissioners    2900 
LC911 Fund 399 
From:    399-43390    Other Service & Charge   $   250,000.00 
To:    399-41220    FICA      $       8,000.00    $    8,000.00 
         399-41230    PERF      $     15,000.00    $  15,000.00 
         399-41240    Group Insurance    $     18,000.00    $  18,000.00 
         399-41260    Workman’s Comp    $          450.00    $       450.00 
         399-43145    Legal Services    $     15,000.00    $  15,000.00 
         399-43995    Other Services & Charges   $   193,550.00    $193,550.00 
Jail    3100 
Public Safety CAGIT Fund 010 
From:    010-41230    PERF     $     60,000.00    $    2,000.00 
To:    010-41260    Workman’s Comp    $       2,000.00    $    2,000.00 
         010-43630    Maint & Serv Contr    $     58,000.00   Defer to 4-8-14 
Sheriff    1007 
2011 JAG Grant Fund 262 
From:    262-43190    Other Professional Service  $     67,738.00 
To:    262-44490    Other Equipment    $     67,738.00    $  67,738.00 
Juvenile Court    4100 
From:    001-41160    Office & Clerical    $       1,899.00 
To:    001-41190    Part-Time     $       1,899.00    $    1,899.00 
Juvenile Detention Center    4200 
Juvenile Secured Detention Alternative Fund 389 
From:    389-42110    Office Supplies    $       1,000.00 
             389-42410    Other Supplies    $       2,500.00 
             389-43231    Travel-Registration   $       2,996.00 
             389-43232    Travel-Meals    $              1.00 
             389-43233    Travel-Lodging    $              1.00 
             389-43234    Travel-Trans/Other   $              1.00 
             389-43235    Travel-Mileage    $              1.00 
             389-44490    Other Equipment    $       1,013.32 
To:    389-43190    Other Professional Service   $       2,122.50    $    2,122.50 
         389-43240    Telephone     $       2,955.00    $    2,955.00 
         389-43995    Other Services & Charges   $       2,435.82    $    2,435.82 
Auditor    0200 
County Bond Redemption Fund 320 
From:    320-49601    Temporary Loans    $2,194,677.00 
To:    320-44500    Construction & Reconstr(CNL)  $2,194,677.00    $2,194,677.00 
Ross Township Assessor    1700 
From:    001-43919    Laundry & Cleaning   $          310.00 
To:    001-43220    Postage     $          310.00    $          310.00 
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and that such transfer does not necessitate expenditure of more money than was set out in detail in the 
budget as finally approved by the Department of Local Government and Finance. 
 
This transfer was made at a regular public meeting according to proper ordinance, a copy of which is 
attached to this certificate. 
 
Dated this 11

th
 day of March, 2014. 

 
Approved this 11

th
 day of March, 2014. 

 
  NAY           AYE 
 
            Ted F. Bilski 
            David Hamm 
            Elsie Franklin 
            Jerome Prince 
            Daniel E. Dernulc 
            Christine Cid 
            Eldon Strong 
 
             Members of the Lake County Council 
 
ATTEST: 
Peggy Holinga Katona, 
Lake County Auditor 
 
       Additionals 
 
     Made motions seconded 
General fund 001 
Commissioners(-$30,585)  Strong   Prince   All voted “Yes” to approve the 
          reduction.  Motion carried 7-0. 
 
Juvenile Court($30,585)  Hamm   Dernulc  The majority voted “Yes”.  Cid,  
          voted “No”.  
           Motion carried 6-yes, 1-no.   
Cum Cap Dev Fund 651 
Data($20,000)   Franklin  Prince  All voted “Yes”.  Motion carried 7-0. 
Non-Reverting L.C. Fairgrounds Fund 131 
Fairgrounds($10,000)  Strong   Prince  All voted “Yes”.  Motion carried 7-0. 
Sheriff’s Grant Fund 239 
Jail($34,668)    Dernulc  Prince  All voted “Yes” to create new line,   

and approve.  Motion carried 7-0. 
Rainy Day Fund 240 
Public Works($18,776)  Franklin  Dernulc All voted “Yes” to create new line item, 
          and approve.  Motion carried 7-0.   
LC Coroner Facility Fee Fund 273 
Coroner($6,000)   Cid   Prince  All voted “Yes”.  Motion carried 7-0. 
Child Support IV-D/FSSA Fund 297 
IV-D Court($970)   Dernulc  Prince  All voted “Yes’.  Motion carried 7-0. 
IV-D Court($61,358)  Dernulc  Prince  All voted “Yes”.   Motion carried 7-0. 
2015 Reassessment Fund 337 
Data($45,737.88)   Franklin  Hamm  All voted “Yes”.  Motion carried 7-0. 
Criminal Courtroom Technology Grant Fund 369 
Criminal Court($6,668)  Hamm   Franklin All voted “Yes” to create new line  
          Item, and approve. Motion carried 7-0. 
Substance Abuse Testing Grant Fund 388 
Criminal Court($12,451.69) Hamm   Franklin All voted “Yes” to create new line item, 
            and approve.  Motion carried 7-0.  
LC 911 Fund 399 
Commissioners($650,000)  Strong   Prince  All voted “Yes”.  Motion carried 7-0. 
  
 
       Transfers 
 
     Made motions seconded 
 
Commissioners($16,500)  Strong   Franklin All voted “Yes”.  Motion carried 7-0. 
 
Commissioners($250,000) 
LC 911 Fund 399   Strong   Dernulc All voted “Yes”.  Motion carried 7-0. 
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Jail($2,000) 
Public Safety CAGIT Fund 010 Strong   Hamm  All voted “Yes”.  Motion carried 7-0. 
(See Footnote)   
 
Sheriff($67,738) 
2011 JAG Grant Fund 262  Cid   Franklin All voted “Yes”.  Motion carried 7-0.
   
Juvenile Court($1,899)  Hamm   Franklin All voted “Yes”.  Motion carried 7-0. 
 
Detention Center($7,513.32) 
Juv Secured Det.  
Fund 389    Dernulc  Franklin The majority voted “Yes”.  Prince was 
          “absent”.  Motion to approve carried 
          6-yes, 1-absent. 
Auditor($2,194,677)   
County Bond Redemption 
Fund 320    Cid   Franklin The majority voted “Yes” to create new   

        line item, and approve.  Prince was 
          “absent”.  Motion to approve carried 
          6-yes, 1-absent. 
Ross Twp Assr($310)  Prince   Hamm  All voted “Yes”.  Motion carried 7-0. 
 
Footnotes 
 
Re:  Jail – (Public Safety CAGIT Tax Fund 010)  Strong made a motion, seconded by Franklin to defer  
transferring into line item, 43630 – Maintenance & Service Contract to 4-8-14.   
Cid asked what is the reason for the deferral? 
Strong said he thinks there needs to be more discussion because he is totally against moving Perf money.  
He said last year, they moved almost $500,000 dollars to cover Perf, and taking money out of Perf, which 
may end up leaving us short at the end of the year, makes absolutely no sense.  Strong said if the Sheriff 
can find some other way to support this, he will look at that, but Strong said, I can not support this. 
 
Strong made a motion, seconded by Hamm to approve the transfer of $2,000 from Perf – 41230, to 41260 
– Workman’s Comp Deduction in the amount of $2,000.  All voted “Yes”.  Motion carried 7-0. 
 
 
In the Matter of Revised 144 for Juvenile Court  
   
Hamm made a motion, seconded by Prince to approve.  All voted “Yes”.  Motion carried 7-0. 
 
Rev. 144 – Fund 001    Present  Proposed  Difference 
12428-006 Probation Officer  $46,879  $42,618  -$  4,261 
12828-012 Probation Officer  $56,723  $51,568  -$  5,155 
12828-026 Probation Officer  $33,196  $30,839  -$  2,357 
16714-001 PUF-Rest Coord/AA  $31,763      -0-   -$31,763 
16xxx-001 Collections Coordinator      -0-   $28,500   $28,500 
16952-001 Personnel Assistant  $29,136  $30,500   $  1,364 
 
In the Matter of Citizen Appointments – Board of Zoning Appeals(1)  
 
Dernulc nominated Jim Kazmierczak to the Board of Zoning Appeals.  Strong seconded the nomination. 
Dernulc made a motion, seconded by Hamm to close the nominations.  All voted “Yes”.  Motion to close 
the nominations carried 7-0. 
Dernulc made a motion, seconded by Cid to approve Jim Kazmierczak to the Board of Zoning Appeals, 
term to expire 12-31-17.  All voted “Yes”.  Motion carried 7-0. 
 
In the Matter of Citizen Nominations – Economic Development Commission – City of Gary. 
 
Prince made a motion, seconded by Dernulc to defer to 4-8-14.  All voted “Yes”.  Motion to defer  
carried 7-0. 
 
In the Matter of Citizen Nomination – Economic Development Commission – Town of Schererville 
 
Dernulc nominated Jim Katona to the Economic Development Commission for the Town of Schererville.  
Strong seconded the nomination. 
Dernulc made a motion to close the nominations.  All voted “Yes”.  Motion to close the nominations carried 
7-0. 
Dernulc made a motion, seconded by Strong to approve Jim Katona for the Economic Development 
Commission, for the Town of Schererville, with term to expire 1-31-18.  All voted “Yes”.  Motion to approve  
Carried 7-0. 
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In the Matter of Citizen Nomination – Economic Development Commission – City of Hobart. 
 
Prince made a motion, seconded by Hamm to defer to 4-8-14.  All voted “Yes”.  Motion carried 7-0. 
 
In the Matter of Citizen Nomination – Economic Development Commission – Town of Griffith. 
 
Dernulc made a motion, seconded by Prince to defer to 4-8-14.  All voted “Yes”.  Motion to defer carried  
7-0. 
 
 
In the Matter of Update 2012 Code of Ordinances 
 
Strong made a motion, seconded by Franklin to approve.  All voted “Yes”.  Motion carried 7-0. 
 
In the Matter of Interlocal Agreement for Consolidation of Public Safety Answering Points (PSAPs) in Lake 
County, Indiana. 
 
Prince made a motion to approve the ordinance on First Reading. Hamm seconded the motion. 
 
Dernulc said this has already been passed, and asked why do we need to approve this again? 
 
Attorney Szarmach said, what they did before, was more of a “skeleton”.  This contains all of the terms that 
Nicole and the Commission have been working on for the last year, and this, by law, has to be adopted.   
Dernulc asked if this takes out any type of support from property taxes regardless? 
Nicole Bennett said there never was any language, the language was public safety dollars, contributions. 
 
Dernulc asked, they never will come to us and say they need money from property tax?  Dernulc said he 
wants to make sure that this will not be part of any type of property tax relief, if necessary. 
 
Attorney Szarmach said, we have had several drafts, and this is the last one. 
 
Nicole Bennett, said, for the record, this is the December 6

th
 Draft that has been circulated and approved 

by the Communities, where by now, only 4 have not signed.   
 
Nicole said the contribution that’s set forth in the Interlocal, sets out mechanisms to determine, by this 
Body, there is nothing that specifically designates in any fashion, that it will be property taxes (inaudible) 
 
Dernulc said, even if it falls short, correct? 
 
Nicole said, that would be up to this Body.  This does not designate… (inaudible, all talking at the same 
time). 
 
Dante said, it comes to the County Council, to our operations, through Public Safety, The County bears the 
burden, not the taxpayers.  
 
Attorney Szarmach said, this is a State Law, it is not an option, and they leave it up to you to decide how 
you are going to pay for it.  The Body has decided to pay with the Public Safety CEDIT money. 
 
Dante said for this Agreement, your bonds are coming to the Public Safety, and if they are short there, 
that’s going to the general fund. Operationally, if there is a shortfall there for the Cities and Towns, that’s 
coming to the general fund too.  He said a levy exchange would be through general fund, and, or some 
other fund that we would have to short to transfer in.  He said it’s coming out of our current operating 
budgets.  There is some operating fund that is going to pay for it. 
 
Strong said that he still has some issues with the operation side of this, and he thinks that it is clearly some 
issue that we are going to have to address, at the next budget, regarding these operations, but we are 
going to have to do some reductions, he believes.  He said he is going to support this today, he thinks it’s 
good, as Attorney Szarmach said, it is State Law, and we have to move forward on this.  Strong said he 
will address it at budget time. 
 
Bilski said he agrees with Strong, in saying he thinks this Body will be stuck with the financial burden, and 
dealing with the ever growing cost that we are mandated by the State to address the consolidation of 
E911. 
 
Cid said she knows that we are obligated by State Statute, to consolidate, however, this does exceed the 
County portion of the Public Safety funds, and, as Dante has stated, we will either have to cut from the 
general budget of some other department.  Cid said she still feels that we should not have gone with 
budget operations that’s beyond what the transfer of all levies are, and she will again, since she didn’t 
support the first time we adopted it, she will not be supporting it again. 
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Bilski said this is a consolidation, and he believes that when our legislators wrote this mandate, and when 
it comes to the financial side of it, they didn’t capture the full amount local municipalities are spending in 
their 911 centers, their dispatch offices right now, they have gotten better, the Cities and Towns are being 
more forthcoming with the amount of dollars spent there, but they are probably short on the total dollar 
figure that we should be getting, but there’s also hope with legislators in increasing the fees downstate. 
Bilski said he believes that we will be able to move forward.  He doesn’t see it as being a huge impact, and 
there is no one sitting on this Council that’s going to look at property increases in order to fund this.  Bilski 
said he feels confident in saying that. 
 
Prince said he thinks it’s also important to point out that everything that’s addressed now, more than likely, 
should have been addressed up front when the Commission was actually established, and this Body is 
simply fulfilling, as the Attorney, and other suggested a requirement for us to consolidate, so at this point… 
 
Bilski interjected, this isn’t the vote on the Bond, this is the Interlocal Agreement.  It’s not a question on 
bond money, it’s just the Inter-local Agreement. 
 
Prince rescinded his motion because he stated it as an ordinance, and it’s not an ordinance. 
 
Hamm rescinded his second. 
 
Prince made a motion, to approve the Interlocal Agreement for Consolidation of Public Safety Answering 
Points (PSAPs) in Lake County, Indiana.  Hamm seconded the motion. 
 
The majority voted “Yes”.  Dernulc, and Cid voted “No”.  Motion to approve carried 5-yes, 2-no. 
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In the Matter of Resolution Honoring Griffith High School Freshman – Jeremiah Reitz – IHSAA State 
Champion Wrestler – 106 LB. Weight Class 
 
Dernulc made a motion, seconded by Franklin to approve.  All voted “Yes”.  Motion carried 7-0. 
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In the Matter of Resolution Honoring Hanover Central High School Senior – Stevan Micic – IHSAA State 
Champion Wrestler – 126 Lb. Weight Class. 
 
Strong made a motion, seconded by Dernulc.  All voted “Yes”.  Motion carried 7-0 
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In the Matter of Resolution Honoring Lake Central High School Senior – Gelen Robinson – IHSAA State 
Champion Wrestler – 220lb. Weight Classs. 
 
Strong made a motion, seconded by Dernulc to approve.  All voted “Yes”.  Motion carried 6yes, 1-asent. 
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In the Matter of Resolution Proclaiming March as Disability Awareness Month. 
 
Hamm made a motion, seconded by Strong to approve.  All voted “Yes”.  Motion carried 7-0. 
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In the Matter of Resolution Authorizing the Lake County Board of Commissioners to File an Annual Action 
Plan to Execute a Grant Agreement with the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development for an 
Estimated $1,750,000.00 Representing Fiscal Year 2014 Funding to Lake County 
 
Prince made a motion, seconded by Dernulc to approve.  All voted “Yes”.  Motion carried 7-0. 
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In the Matter of Resolution Permitting the Detention Center, to pay a 2013 Invoice with 2014 funds in the 
amount of $49.15 – 001-4200-42220 Garage & Motors. 
 
Dernulc made a motion, seconded by Prince to approve.  All voted “Yes”.  Motion carried 7-0. 
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In the Matter of Resolution Permitting the Board of Commissioners to pay 2013 invoices with 2014 funds in 
the amount of $1,915.73 – 001-2900-43320 Advertising. 
 
Prince made a motion, seconded by Hamm to approve.  All voted “Yes”.  Motion carried 7-0. 
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In the Matter of Resolution Permitting the Board of Commissioners to pay 2013 Courthouses invoices with 
2014 funds in the amount of $49.67 – 001-3000-43610 Building & Structure. 
 
Prince made a motion, seconded by Hamm to approve.  All voted “Yes”.  Motion carried 7-0. 
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In the Matter of Resolution Permitting the Board of Commissioners to pay 2013 Government Center 
invoices with 2014 funds in the amount of $267.91 – 001-3030-42320 Building Repair and in the amount of 
$3,263.14 – 001- 001-43610 Building & Structures with a total of $3,531.05. 
 
Prince made a motion, seconded by Hamm to approve.  All voted “Yes”.  Motion carried 7-0. 
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In the Matter of Resolution Permitting the Lake County Sheriff to pay 2013 invoices with 2014 funds in the 
amount of $574.56 – 001-0500-42210 Petroleum Products. 
 
Cid made a motion, seconded by Hamm to approve.  All voted “Yes”.  Motion carried 7-0. 
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In the Matter of Resolution Permitting the Lake County Sheriff to pay 2013 invoices with 2014 funds in the 
amount of $36.00- 001-0500-42230 Clothing. 
 
Cid made a motion, seconded by Hamm to approve.  All voted “Yes”.  Motion carried 7-0. 
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In the Matter of Resolution Permitting the Lake County Sheriff to pay 2013 Jail invoices with 2014 funds in 
the amount of $4,462.39 – 001-3100-42250 Health Care & Lab Supplies. 
 
Dernulc made a motion, seconded by Prince to approve.  All voted “Yes”.  Motion carried 7-0. 
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In the Matter of Resolution Permitting the Lake County Sheriff to pay 2013 Jail invoices with 2014 funds in 
the amount of $30,112.56 – 001-3100-43120 Medical & Hospital Services. 
 
Dernulc made a motion, seconded by Prince to approve.  All voted “Yes”.  Motion to approve carried 7-0. 
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In the Matter of Resolution Permitting the Lake County Recorder to pay 2013 invoice with 2014 funds in 
the amount of $540.00. 
 
Cid made a motion, seconded by Franklin to approve.  All voted “Yes”.  Motion carried 7-0. 
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In the Matter of Ordinance Establishing the Lake County Park and Recreation Capitol Improvements Bond 
Fund, A Non-Reverting Fund. 
 
NO ACTION TAKEN. 
 
In the Matter of Ordinance Amending the Lake County Self-Insurance Ordinance, Ordinance N. 992C-3. 
 
Prince made a motion, seconded by Strong to approve on First Reading. 
All voted “Yes”.  Motion to approve on First Reading carried 7-0. 
 
In the Matter of Ordinance Establishing the L.C. Community Corrections Grant Fund, A Non-Reverting 
Fund. – Second Reading. 
 
Hamm made a motion, seconded by Prince to approve on Second Reading.  All voted “Yes”.  Motion to 
approve on Second Reading carried 7-0. 
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In the Matter of Ordinance Amending Ord. 1367B – Lake County Part-Time Employees Pay Rate for 2014 
for the Lake County Coroner. 
 
Cid made a motion, seconded by Prince to approve on First Reading.   
 
Cid asked the Coroner if this needs to be retro to a date, or is starting today fine? 
The Coroner answered, starting today is fine. 
 
All voted “Yes’.  Motion to approve on First Reading carried 7-0. 
 
Cid made a motion, seconded by Dernulc to Suspend Rules.  All voted “Yes”.  Motion to Suspend Rules 
carried 7-0. 
 
Cid made a motion, seconded by Hamm to approve on Second Reading.  All voted “Yes”.  Motion to 
approve on Second Reading carried 7-0. 
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In the Matter of Ordinance of the County Council of the County of Lake, Indiana Authorizing the Issuance 
and Sale of Bonds of the County for the Purpose of Procuring Funds to Fund the Costs of Improvements 
to a Facility Located Within the County and the Installation in the Facility of Equipment Necessary to 
Provide Emergency 911 Services Throughout the County, Together with the Incidental Expenses in 
Connection Therewith and on Account of the Issuance of the Bonds Therefor  
 
Prince made a motion, seconded by Hamm to approve on First Reading.   
 
Cid asked Dante about a memo dated 3-10-14, in which he stated that there was a reserve in Fund 399.  
Cid asked if the action that was taken earlier on the appropriation of $900,000 dollars reduce that reserve? 
Dante answered, no that takes into account the $900,000.   
Cid said it was also stated in the memo that there would be $1,750,000 that would have to be covered by 
the general fund.   
Dante said the $1.7 million is what she is speaking about now, that is the amortized debt service, per year 
for these bonds.  That is going to come exclusively out of Public Safety, exclusively out of current Public 
Safety, no new taxes.  He said the Commissioners and Council built in a reserve, last year, $1 million 
dollars in Public Safety, so the difference between the $1 million dollars, and the $1.7 million dollars is 
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going to have to be pushed over into the general fund, or some other “pressure point” on the operating 
side.  The County is indeed shouldering the entire burden of the debt service, and the operating side. He 
said the operating side is going to be a merge of general fund obligations, and 399 reserve.  It’s going to 
be a combination over the next couple of years.  But when that reserve runs out, you are truly on the 
“hook” for operational and capital. 
 
Cid interjected, and any legacy costs. 
 
Dante said there is a premium for this new business. 
 
Cid said that right now the Public Safety is overcommitted. 
Dante said with the passage of this, it will be overcommitted, that is correct, which means, when we do 
budgets, you will see $700,000 dollars float over to something in the general fund side, the operating side. 
Dante said the Commission expressed this, since day one.   
 
Strong said he wants everyone to know that he has never been an advocate of this consolidation, and he 
based his opinion on 35 years experience as a Police Officer. Strong said, it doesn’t make any sense to 
me. However, with mandatory legislation regarding this, my opinion no longer matters because instead, the 
law requires we move forward on this issue.  Strong said he has been on the 911 Commission for almost a 
year, he introduced the Ordinance for this Inter-local Agreement to this Council, and it passed last year. 
 
Strong said he has continued to work towards the goal that we are trying to achieve, an up and running 
consolidated 911 center, by January 1

st
, however, today, I am going to be voting against this bond for one 

reason, and one reason only, I have never supported the idea of the secondary site, or the “dark site”, it’s 
been called, being located in East Chicago.  There is a cost expectancy of over $1 million dollars to 
remodel that location, at the county expense.  You will hear that East Chicago will lease the building to the 
County for $1 dollar a year, so it’s okay to spend the money on the remodel.  Strong said, “no, it’s not”, and 
politics has nothing to do with this opinion, but only common sense.  We need to think “outside the box” on 
this, the idea of the backup site is, if the main site goes down, and we can open it up for operations if an 
emergency occurs.  Strong asked, but what can make this site go down? It could be weather, and weather 
can hit anywhere, so as far as weather problems are concerned, Strong said, I don’t really care where that 
backup site is located.   
Strong said, let’s think outside the box for a moment, if it’s a terror incident, which we’ve been trained to 
constantly think about since 9/11, East Chicago could be bad.  First, they are an immediate proximity of 
the refineries, take out those refineries, and you take out the back-up site, in one sweep.   
 
Second, there are also railroad tracks near that proposed site.  A hazmat spill could eliminate access to, 
and or possibly eliminate that back-up site, as well.  Strong said, to me, it makes no tactical sense to 
locate that site in East Chicago.  Strong said, I am supportive of a closer examination of placing the back-
up site possibly in semi-trailers.  I am told it would take 2, and locating them away, somewhere away from 
the heavy industrial or populated area, makes just much more sense to me. 
 
Strong also said, If we are going to plan effectively, let’s do it right, let’s plan effectively.  If they are in 
trailers, they could even possibly be used as a temporary mobile command site, during an emergency. 
Being portable makes total more sense to me, they could be moved around.   
 
Strong said he is also not opposed to maybe even considering a secondary active site, however today, 
spending our money to remodel a building that does not belong to us, I will not be supporting, I will be 
voting against. 
 
Franklin said she doesn’t see where it should be a thought to put semi-trailers in place, to house that kind 
of facility.  She said, we are talking about emergency services, we are talking about safety here,  she 
wants to be clear, and asked Strong, is that what he is saying, is that the only reason why he against it 
being in East Chicago? 
 
Strong said he is opposing it because it’s included in the bond, the remodel money is in the bond, that’s 
why he is opposing it.  That’s the only reason.   
 
Cid responded to Strong’ comment about politics in the site of East Chicago.  Cid said that when the 
Commission first began looking for facilities, they hired someone who looked at various facilities, and the 
areas surrounding them, and Hobart and East Chicago were the first 2 choices, there was going to be 2 
sites at one time.  Cid said, it wasn’t done on politics, it was done on what was considered the best facility.  
Then is came down to only 1 site, and East Chicago, was again selected to be that single site.  Cid said, 
then, I think politics came in, not now.  It wasn’t selected, it was the best facility, it needed the less work, it 
would have cost less, the walls were already taken down, it would have been a perfect site, especially cost 
wise.  Cid just wanted to say, it’s not politics, it’s just a great site. 
 
Strong said, as I stated, my decision was not based on politics at all.  Politics is not involved in it, I based 
my decision on 35 years as a Police Officer, I based my experience on all of the training I received on 
emergency training during that 35 years.  I further base my judgment on the training I received while 
serving in the Military, tactically, it’s a bad location.  It’s not a good spot.  I think we can come up with 



County Council                                          Regular Session                                                 March 11, 2014 
                                                                           10:00 A.M. 

better ideas, than to put it in a heavy populated, industrialized area.  We want the back-up site to be 
available, if it’s needed.  We want to make sure it’s there.  Strong said, I get that, but we need to consider 
a better location, than East Chicago.  Strong said, that’s my opinion. 
 
Bilski asked, that under this primary bond, the primary function of this is going to get the equipment 
secured, the E911 center here in our building built.  There is revenue set aside within that Bond, if I’m not 
mistaken, approximately $1 million dollars for the renovations, or the proposed renovation of the 
secondary, or “black site”. Regardless of where it’s located, that money is going to need to be set aside 
within that Bond, whether or not, we went to semi-trailers, to a mobile site, or we commit to a Highland, or 
Hobart, or East Chicago, there is going to be a need to for that revenue, within this Bond in order to get the 
second site, regardless of what type it is, up and running.  Bilski said, I understand, and share your 
concerns, and rely on the professionals that deal with that myself, I don’t know the exact time-frame, and 
how locked in we are, I do know we have a time-frame on getting this Bond, to get our Center up and 
running by our deadline, securing the equipment.  Bilski said, I don’t know what the cost would be to create 
a mobile site, and I don’t know if that was options on the table, but I do kind of pass those questions on to 
the Commissioners. 
 
Commissioner Allen said that Councilwoman Cid is very accurate, she is right in what process occurred.  
The County Commissioners have spent thousands of dollars in taxpayer’ money to hire a Consulting Firm 
of RQAW.  They looked at many sites throughout the County, they did extensive research, and then the 
result of their analysis and evaluation, they determined that the primary site should be the East Chicago, 
Indiana location, and that the secondary “dark” site should be Hobart, subsequently, there was some 
politics that occurred, and the primary site was moved to the County Government Center, the “A” building, 
and it was determined that East Chicago would be the “dark” site. It was a public meeting with the County 
Commissioners, the County Commissioners unanimously voted, in a public meeting that East Chicago 
would be the “dark” site, so East Chicago is the “dark” site. 
 
Commissioner Allen said, it is imperative that that be included in the Bond issue.  We are trying to get the 
primary site up and operating, as quickly as possible, and then once that Primary site is up and operating, 
it is imperative that we get our “dark” site in place because you never know when the Primary site could go 
down.  Commissioner Allen said, he can’t imagine the legal liability that the County Government would 
suffer, if the Primary site went down, and there was no “dark” site, and as a consequence, there were 
fatalities, or there were people that were seriously injured, or people that died as a consequence, or 
people who could not get emergency care, we’d be facing innumerable numbers of lawsuits, so it’s very 
important that we have that in the Bond issue, we have that money in place, so that we can begin that 
process also.   
 
Commissioner Allen said, the Primary site is our priority, but it’s also important to have the “dark site” in 
place.  Equipment, as Councilwoman Franklin indicated, the equipment at the “Dark site”, we will spend a 
substantial cost of taxpayer’ money for equipment at the dark site, so it’s important that that equipment be 
in a facility that’s secure, that we can secure,  but not be out in a van, or a vehicle where it could be stolen, 
or something else could happen to it, or it could be compromised.  It’s important for us to have that in the 
legislation.  All of that has been pre-determined.  The request for the dark site has been pre-determined, in 
a public meeting, it’s been discussed and approved by the 911 Commission, the County Commissioners, 
when we voted for the dark site, we voted for the dark site based on the recommendation from the 911 
Commission.  The 911 Commission represents all of the units of Government, throughout the County, the 
18 units of Government.   
 
Commissioner Repay agreed with everything that Commissioner Allen said, but also added that there was 
a time when he was a Councilman, that people came to the Council saying that they needed a Bond, they 
need $35 million dollars.  Commissioner Repay said, the Council, as a Body, back then said, “hold on, we 
don’t know what’s going to transpire”, so today you sit with a bond that’s much less, $21 million, and again, 
Repay just wanted to reiterate that that’s the maximum, so Larry Blanchard, as well as all of the 911 
people, and Commissioner Allen, are working to make sure that we don’t bond for a dime more than what 
we need, and he added that the Commissioners appreciates the authority given to them, by the Council. 
 
Strong said again, he is not opposing the dark site, he understands the necessity, and the need of the dark 
site.  Strong said, tactically, it’s a bad location, that’s what he opposes.  He wants one that he knows is 
going to be there, in the event of a terrorist activity, or a hazmat spill on the railroad tracks.  He wants 
something that’s going to be there, because he agrees with Commissioner Allen.  He thinks it’s very 
important, and he asked Commissioner Allen a question. 
 
He asked is RQAW still involved in this, or are they gone? 
 
Commissioner Allen said, no they are not involved. 
 
Strong asked, but they made the recommendation of East Chicago? 
 
Commissioner Allen answered, yes. 
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Strong said I stand on my opinion, I still thinks that East Chicago, tactically, is not a good location, and I 
base that on my experience. 
 
Bilski said that this Body, right now, is looking at this, and our main objective, at this point in time, we look 
at this  strictly, as a fiscal issue, a financial issue, if you would.  This Body does not have the authority to 
make those determinations, unfortunately, that authority is in sole hands of the Board of County 
Commissioners on where these sites are.  We have to say, is it reasonable, I think the amount of money 
has been reduced, I think Commissioner Repay bought that to the attention, it was originally thrown to us 
right around $35 million dollars, which we all said, “there’s no way”.  Bilski said, it did come down to this 
amount, there is money built in there I think, regardless of where that site was.  That amount of money 
would need to be in that Bond, unfortunately, this Body doesn’t decide where that second site is, but we do 
decide how much money could be spent.  
 
The majority voted “Yes”.  Dernulc, Cid, and Strong voted “No”.  Motion to approve on First Reading 
carried 4-yes, 3-no. 
 
Prince made a motion, seconded by Hamm to Suspend Rules.  All voted “Yes”.  Motion to Suspend Rules 
carried 7-0. 
 
Prince made a motion, seconded by Hamm to approve on Second Reading.  The majority voted “Yes”.  
Dernulc, Cid, and Strong voted “No”.  Motion to approve on Second Reading carried 4-yes, 3-no. 
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In the Matter of Additional Appropriation Ordinance – Emergency 911 Services Bond. 
 
Prince made a motion, seconded by Hamm to approve on First Reading.   
Cid asked for explanation of this. 
Attorney Szarmach explained that when you have a Bond Issue, you have the Bond Ordinance, which 
allows for the selling of the Bonds, and then the appropriation ordinance moves it into this, for the 
purpose… they are on every bond issue. 
 
The majority voted “Yes”.  Dernulc, Cid, and Strong voted “No”.  Motion to approve on First Reading 
carried 4-yes, 3-no. 
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Prince made a motion, seconded by Franklin to Suspend Rules.  All voted “Yes”.  Motion to Suspend 
Rules carried 7-0. 
 
Prince made a motion, seconded by Franklin to approve on Second Reading.  The majority voted “Yes”.  
Dernulc, Cid, and Strong voted “No”.  Motion to approve on Second Reading carried 4-yes, 3-no. 
 

In the Matter of Ordinance Establishing an Adult Guardianship Services Grant Fund for the Superior Court 
of Lake County, Civil Division, A Non-Reverting Fund. 
 
Franklin made a motion, seconded by Hamm to approve on First Reading.  All voted “Yes”.  Motion to 
approve on First Reading carried 7-0. 
 
Franklin made a motion, seconded by Prince to Suspend Rules.  All voted “Yes”.  Motion to Suspend 
Rules carried 7-0. 
 
Frankliln made a motion, seconded by Hamm to approve on Second Reading.  All voted “Yes”.  Motion to 
approve on Second Reading carried 7-0. 
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In the Matter of Ordinance Establishing a CPHCP (Cooperative Parenting for High Conflict Parenting) 
Fund to the Juvenile Court, A Non-Reverting Fund. 
 
Dernulc made a motion, seconded by Strong to approve on First Reading.  The majority voted “Yes”.  
Prince was “absent”.  Motion to approve on First Reading carried 6-yes, 1-absent. 
 
Dernulc made a motion, seconded by Strong to Suspend Rules.  The majority voted “Yes”.  Prince was 
“absent”.  Motion to Suspend Rules carried 6-yes, 1-absent. 
 
Dernulc made a motion, seconded by Strong to approve on Second Reading.  All voted “Yes”.  Motion to 
approve on Second Reading carried 7-0. 
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In the Matter of Ordinance Establishing the Lake County Sheriff’s Department Therapy Dog Fund, a Non-
Reverting Fund. 
 
Cid made a motion, seconded by Hamm to approve on First Reading.  All voted “Yes”.  Motion to approve 
on First Reading carried 7-0. 
 
Cid made a motion, seconded by Dernulc to Suspend Rules.  All voted “Yes”.  Motion to Suspend Rules 
carried 7-0. 
 
Cid made a motion, seconded by Hamm to approve on Second Reading.   
Strong asked the Sheriff, for clarification, there will be no personnel in this fund, it’s simply a fund to collect 
money for dogs, correct?   
Cid said, they are donated funds. 
Strong asked, no personnel ever ends up in there, right?  Cid answered right.  All voted “Yes”.  Motion to 
approve on Second Reading carried 7-0. 
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In the Matter of Amending Ord 1367B – Lake County Part Time Employees Pay Rate for 2014 for the Lake 
County Board of Elections & Registrations. 
 
Hamm made a motion, seconded by Franklin to approve on First Reading and that it be retroactive to 3-
10-14.  All voted “Yes”.  Motion to approve on First Reading carried 7-0. 
 
Hamm made a motion, seconded by Franklin to Suspend Rules.  All voted “Yes”.  Motion to Suspend 
Rules carried 7-0. 
 
Hamm made a motion, seconded by Franklin to approve on Second Reading.  All voted “Yes”.  Motion to 
approve on Second Reading carried 7-0. 
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In the Matter of Board of Zoning Appeals Ordinance # 2422. 
 
Strong made a motion, seconded by Dernulc to approve Board of Zoning Appeals Ordinance # 2422. 
All voted “Yes”.  Motion carried 7-0. 
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There being no further business to come before the Council, it was moved and seconded that the 

Council, does now adjourn, to meet again, as required by the law. 
 
 
 
          ______________________________ 
          President, Lake County Council 
ATTEST: 
 
____________________ 
Peggy Holinga Katona, 
Lake County Auditor 
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