
County Council                                          Regular Session                                             June 11, 2013 
                                                                       6:30 P.M. 

 
WHEREAS, in the opinion of the County Auditor, the public 
interests required that the Lake County Council, should be 
called to meet in regular session at this time, for the purpose of 
considering additional appropriations, a written notice was sent 
to each member of the Council, and proper advertisement 
made, and all other acts performed in accordance with the laws 
governing such matters. 

 
And now in obedience to such call, come Ted Bilski, President, Jerome A. Prince, David Hamm, Elsie 
Franklin, Daniel Dernulc, Christine Cid, and Eldon Strong, County Councilpersons, together with Ray 
Szarmach, County Council Attorney. 
 
There was a moment of silence in remembrance of former Commissioner, and  former Mayor of the City of 
Gary, Mayor Rudy Clay. 
 
There was also a moment of silence for Dennis Charles who has served over 20 years with the Lake County 
Planning Commission. 
 
In the Matter of Minutes of the Lake County Council for: 
April 9, 2013 
April 18, 2013 – Special Meeting 
May 6, 2013 – Special Meeting 
May 14, 2013 
May 23, 2013 – Joint Special Meeting 
 
Hamm made a motion, seconded by Prince to approve all of the minutes. 
 
Dernulc mentioned a typo in the minutes of the Special Meeting of May 6, 2013, the name of the Firefighters 
Union President in Hammond is Ed Lomeli. 
 
Hamm amended the motion with the correction, seconded by Prince to approve, as amended.  All voted 
“Yes”.  Motion to approve carried 7-0. 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 1361 

 
Section 1.    Be It Ordained by the County Council of Lake County, IN., that for the expenses of the County 
Government and its institutions, the following sums of money are hereby appropriated and ordered set apart 
out of the several funds herein named and for the purposes herein appropriated, and shall be held to 
include all expenditures authorized to be made during the year unless otherwise expressly stipulated and 
provided by law. 
 
         Appropriation 
          Requested  Appropriated    
 
      General Fund 001 
Criminal Court    4000 
41100    Overtime(CNL)      $    36,000.00  $     36,000.00 
43920    Food & Lodging      $    80,000.00  $     80,000.00 
    Gambling Adm Tax Fund 196 
Criminal Court    4000 
41100    Overtime(CNL)      $    36,000.00  No Action Taken 
41220    FICA(CNL)       $      2,754.00  No Action Taken 
41230    PERF(CNL)      $      4,140.00  No Action Taken 
43920    Food & Lodging      $    80,000.00  No Action Taken 
   Cum Cap Dev Fund 651 
Criminal Court    4000 
41100    Overtime(CNL)      $    36,000.00  No Action Taken 
41220    FICA(CNL)       $      2,754.00  No Action Taken 
41230    PERF(CNL)      $      4,140.00  No Action Taken 
43920    Food & Lodging(CNL)     $    80,000.00  No Action Taken 
Jail    3100 
44420    Office Machines(CNL)     $    60,000.0   No Action Taken 
   Non-Reverting L.C. Fairgrounds Fund 131 
Fairgrounds    2920 
44310    Improvements(CNL)     $    15,000.00  $15,000.00 
44505    Covered Bridge Maintenance    $      1,850.00  $  1,850.00 
  Justice Assistance Grant Fund 262 
Sheriff    0500 
41220    FICA       $         289.00  $          289.00 
41230    PERF       $         203.00  $          203.00 
41390    Supplemental Pay     $      4,503.00  $       4,503.00 
   L.C. Operating Fund 312 
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Jail    3100 
43630    Maintenance & Ser Contr(CNL)    $2,000,000.00  $2,000,000.00 
Council    3700 
41240    Group Insurance      $2,600,000.00  $   629,481.00 
   Construction Fund 313 
Drainage Board    2600 
44520    Little Calumet Const(CNL)    $   683,464.00  $   683,464.00 
44530    Kankakee River Const(CNL)    $   157,262.00  $   157,262.00 
Local Roads & Streets    5060 
43630    Maintenance & Service Contr    $   894,274.00    No Action 
   Reimbursement Fund 314 
Jail    3100 
44420    Office Machines(CNL)     $     60,000.00  No Action 
Coroner    0700 
44440    Motor Vehicles(CNL)     $     80,000.00  $     80,000.00 
Data Processing    3600 
44490    Other Equipment(CNL)     $   385,000.00  $   385,000.00 
Drainage Board    2600       
43160    Little Calumet Engineering(CNL)   $     44,706,00  $     44,706.00 
43165    Kankakee River Engineering(CNL)   $     34,823.00  $     34,823.00 
44530    Kankakee River Construction(CNL)   $   379,745.00  $   379,745.00 
Council    3700 
41240    Group Insurance      $1,500,000.00  $1,124,818.00 
Local Roads & Streets    5060 
42390    Other Repair & Maintenance(CNL)   $   300,000.00  $              1.00 
43630    Maintenance & Service Contr(CNL)   $3,376,892.00  $1,907,106.00 
43710    Equipment Rentals(CNL)    $     86,000.00  $              1.00 
   County Bond Redemption Fund 320 
Highway    5011 
43190    Other Professional Service    $          100.00  $          100.00 
 

TRANSFER OF FUNDS CERTIFICATE 
 

I, the proper legal officer of Lake County Council, Lake County, IN., hereby certify to the Auditor of Lake 
County, that the Lake County Council, approved the following transfers: 
 
         Requested  Approved 
 
Coroner    0700 
From:    001-42255    Pathology Supplies   $         425.00   
             001-43130    Toxicology Lab     $         593.67  
 To:    001-41190    Part-Time     $         593.67  $     593.67 
          001-43231    Travel-Registration    $           25.00  $      25.00 
          001-43232    Travel-Meals     $         400.00  $     400.00 
Sheriff    0500             
Sheriff’s Law Continuing Education Fund 148 
From:    148-44440    Motor Vehicle    $      3,205.08  
To:    148-43190    Other Professional Service   $      3,205.08  $ 3,205.08 
St. John Township Assessor    1800 
Reassessment 2015 Fund 337 
From:    337-41230    PERF     $         621.00 
             337-41351    Assessor Per Diem   $      5,400.00 
To:    001-41190    Part-Time     $      6,021.00  $ 6,021.00 
Prosecutor    0800 
From:    001-41125    Discretionary Salaries   $    15,000.00 
To:    001-43630    Maintenance & Service Contr  $    15,000.00  $15,000.00 
Prosecutor    0800 
Elderly Abuse Fund 127 
From:    127-41240    Group Insurance    $      2,000.00 
To:    127-44420    Office Machines    $      2,000.00  $  2,000.00 
Election & Registration    2100 
From:    001-41380    Seasonal Employee   $         120.00 
To:    001-41333    Election Day Workers Per Diem  $         120.00  $     120.00 
Ross Township Assessor    1700 
Reassessment 2015 Fund 337 
From:    337-41351    Assessor Per Diem   $      4,516.00 
To:    337-41100    Overtime     $      4,516.00  $  4,516.00 
Government Center    3030 
From:    001-42390    Other Repair & Maint Suppl  $      3,330.00 
To:    001-42210    Petroleum Products    $      3,330.00  $  3,330.00 
Commissioners    2900 
From:    001-41250    Unemployment Comp Ded  $    25,000.00 
To:    001-44500    Construction/Reconstruction  $    25,000.00  $ 25,000.00 
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Commissioners    2900 
L.C. E-911 Fund 399 
From:    399-43995    Other Serv & Charges   $    66,485.00  WITHDRAWN 
To:    399-41120    Professionals     $    46,480.00  WITHDRAWN 
         399-41220    FICA      $      3,720.00  WITHDRAWN 
         399-41230    PERF      $      6,050.00  WITHDRAWN 
         399-41240    Group Insurance    $    10,000.00  WITHDRAWN 
         399-41260    Workman’s Comp Deduction  $         235.00  WITHDRAWN 
 
 
 
         Requested   Approved 
 
Circuit Court Clerk    0100 
Website Maintenance Fund 256 
From:    256-41160    Office & Clerical    $  19,021.96 
             256-41230    PERF     $    2,011.15 
             256-41240    Group Insurance    $  14,385.00 
To:    256-41190    Part-Time     $  33,406.96   $  33,406.96 
         256-41220    FICA      $    2,011.15   $    2,011.15 
Lados Div I 4032  Fund 217 
From:    217-43190    Other Professional Serv   $    4,000.00 
To:    217-42110    Office Supplies    $    2,000.00   $    2,000.00 
         217-42240    Household & Inst Suppl   $    2,000.00   $    2,000.00 
Lados Div II    4042  Fund 218 
From:    218-43190    Other Professional Serv   $    2,000.00 
To:    218-42110    Office Supplies    $    1,000.00   $    1,000.00 
         218-42240    Household & Inst Suppl   $    1,000.00   $    1,000.00 
Commissioners    2900 
L.C. E-911 Fund 399 
Create All New Line Items 
From:    399-43995    Other Services & Charges  $  88,835.00 
To:    399-41110    Officials & Admin    $  65,100.00   $  65,100.00 
         399-41220    FICA      $    5,000.00   $    5,000.00 
         399-41230    PERF      $    8,500.00   $    8,500.00 
         399-41240    Group Ins     $  10,000.00   $  10,000.00   
         399-41260    Workman’s Comp    $       235.00   $       235.00 
 
 
And that such transfer does not necessitate expenditure of more money than was set out in detail in the 
budget as finally approved by the Department of Local Government and Finance. 
 
This transfer was made at a regular public meeting according to proper ordinance, a copy of which is 
attached to this certificate. 
 
 
Dated this 11

th
 day of June, 2013. 

 
Adopted this 11

th
 day of June, 2013. 

 
  NAY              AYE 
   
            Ted F. Bilski 
            Jerome A. Prince 
            David A. Hamm 
            Elsie Franklin 
            Daniel E. Dernulc 
                             Christine Cid 
            Eldon Strong 
 
                  Members of the Lake County Council 
 
      Additionals 
 
     Made motion  seconded 
 
General fund 001 
Criminal Court($116,000)  Hamm   Prince    All voted “Yes”  
          to approve and create new line item.   

Motion carried 7-0.  
            
Gambling adm tax fund 196 
Criminal Court($122,894)  No Action Taken 
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Cum Cap Dev Fund 651 
Jail($60,000)    No Action Taken 
Criminal Court($122,894)  No Action Taken 
Non-Reverting L.C. Fairgrounds Fund 131 
Fairgrounds($16,850)  Strong   Prince    All voted “Yes”  

to approve, and create new line item .   
Motion carried 7-0.   

 
           
Justice Assistance Grant Fund 262 
Sheriff($4,995)   Cid   Prince    All voted “Yes” to  
           to approve.  Motion carried 7-0 
L.C. Operating Fund 312 
Jail($2,000,000)   Dernulc  Prince    All voted “Yes” to 
          approve, and create new line item.   

Motion carried 7-0. 
Council($629,481)   Cid   Strong    All voted “Yes” to 
          Create new line item, and approve.  

      Motion carried 7-0   
Construction Fund 313 
Drainage Board($840,726)  Prince   Strong    All voted “Yes” to  
          approve, and create 2 new line items.   

Motion carried 7-0. 
Local Roads & Streets($894,274) No Action Taken 
(See Footnotes) 
 
Reimbursement Fund 314 
Jail($60,000)    No Action Taken    
Coroner($80,000)   Cid   Hamm    All voted “Yes” to 
          approve, and create new line item.   

Motion carried 7-0. 
Data Processing($385,000) Franklin  Prince    All voted “Yes” to 
          approve.  Motion carried 7-0. 
Drainage Board($459,274)  Prince   Franklin   All voted “Yes” to 
          approve, and create 3 new line items.  

Motion carried 7-0. 
Council($1,124,818)  Cid   Strong    All voted “Yes” to 
          approve, and create new line item.  
          Motion carried 7-0. 
Local Roads & Streets 
($1,907,108)    Strong   Prince    All voted “Yes” to 
(See Footnote)        approve, and create new line items.   

Motion carried 7-0. 
County Bond Redemption Fund 320 
Highway($100)   Franklin  Prince    All voted “Yes” to 
          approve.  Motion carried 7-0. 
 
Footnotes: 
 
Re:  Local Roads & Streets($894,274) – Dernulc wants to take No Action on this matter. 
Dante said that he has reviewed this and hopes that there will be action. 
Dante said the cap for bridges in fund 314 is $1,855,786, so the $2 million dollars is going to become 
$1,855,786 in the Maintenance & Service line item.  He said all you do is put the balance of the 
appropriation in “A”, Fund 313, which would make that $144,214, and a combination of both, will give you 
your $2 million dollars. 
 
Strong made a motion, to approve the appropriation in the Construction Fund, Fund 313, create new line 
item,43630 Maintenance & Service Contract in the amount of $144,214.  Prince seconded the motion. 
Strong said, in conference with Attorney Dull, he has assured them that the money for the bridge fund can 
be used for highway, and that was his main concern. 
 
Marcus Malczewski explained that when he made his application to the Borrowing Committee, they only 
made it for roads, they only, at that time, addressed the Borrowing Committee and said that for this year, 
2013, we have enough finances to handle our bridge program, where they were concerned about is being 
funded in 2014.  
 
Strong said, what we’re doing today is just to help you to get going right now, and in 2014 it will be 
addressed again at budget time. 
 
Blanchard said it was a $10 million dollars total for capital, out of $15,000,000.  $3.5 million was 
construction, $6.5 million was reimbursement, and Dante said there was a cap, in order to keep it all 
straight, and everything on the up and up.  They are all capped. 
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Cid said Mark is under the impression that the bigger money that you’re giving him, the $1,855,784 is for 
Bridges, and the smaller amount, the $144,214 is for roads. 
 
Dante said that the amount that you can use in Fund 314, from various sources $1,907,106 under roads. 
 
His recommendation is that you put the $1,907,106 in the maintenance & service, and put a dollar in the 
other line items. 
 
Dernulc said, so in Fund 313, there will be “No Action”  - Item 10A on the agenda. 
 
Dante also said, the Construction Fund is very limited to bridges. 
 
Strong withdrew his motion to approve $144,214 in the Construction Fund 313.  Prince withdrew his second. 
Strong made a motion to approve an appropriation for the Reimbursement fund, 314 and create line items 
43630-Maintenance & Service Contract, in the amount of $1,907,106.00, for 42390 – Other Repair & 
Maintenance Supplies, the amount of $1.00, 43710 – Equipment Rentals the amount of $1.00.  Prince 
seconded the motion. 
All voted “Yes”.  Motion carried 7-0. 
 
          
 

Transfer 
 
     Made motions seconded 
 
Coroner($1,018.67)   Cid   Prince    All voted “Yes” to 
          approve.  Motion carried 7-0.   
Sheriff($3,205.08)   Cid   Hamm    All voted “Yes” to 
          approve.  Motion carried 7-0. 
 
St. John Twp Assr($6,021)  Prince   Franklin   All voted “Yes” to 
          approve.  Motion carried 7-0.  
Prosecutor($15,000)  Franklin  Prince    All voted “Yes” to 
          approve.  Motion carried 7-0. 
Prosecutor($2,000)   Franklin  Prince    All voted “Yes” to 
Elderly Abuse Fund 127       approve.  Motion carried 7-0. 
Election & Reg($120)  Franklin  Prince    All voted “Yes” to 
          approve. Motion carried 7-0.  
Ross Twp Assr($4,516)  Prince   Dernulc   All voted “Yes” to 
(See Footnotes)        approve, except Strong, “No”. 
          Motion carried 6-yes, 1-no. 
Govt Centr($3,330)   Dernulc  Prince    All voted “Yes” to 
          approve.  Motion carried 7-0.  
         
Commissioners($25,000)  Hamm   Prince    All voted “Yes” to 
          approve.  Motion carried 7-0. 
Comm – LC E-911 
Fund 399($66,485)  WITHDRAWN 
Circuit Court Clerk($35,418.11) Franklin  Hamm    All voted “Yes” to 
          approve.  Motion carried 7-0. 
Lados Div 1 Fund 217($4,000) Franklin  Hamm    All voted “Yes” to 
          approve.  Motion carried 7-0. 
Lados Div II Fund 218($2,000) Franklin  Hamm    All voted “Yes” to 
          approve.  Motion carried 7-0. 
Commissioners($88,835)  Franklin  Prince    All voted “Yes” to 
          approve transfer and create all 
          new line items.  Motion carried 
          7-0. 
 
Footnotes: 
 
Re:  Ross Township Assessor($4,516) – Prince made a motion, seconded by Dernulc to approve. 
Strong asked what are they doing because in order to get into this 2015 fund, they have to be doing 
something for the 2015 reassessment, as he understands it. 
Prince answered, that we approved the initial transfer, or initial appropriation at the beginning of the year, 
and it’s all reassessment related, specifically, they are doing trending. 
Strong said they have discussed about how they are getting into this fund, when this reassessment hasn’t 
been called for yet. 
Prince said he thought they were pretty clear that they had the authority to do it, and that the things that they 
are doing are related to that particular reassessment.  He also said that he thought that the test was the 
DLGF accepting the initial appropriation from the Fund 337. 
Prince also pointed out that the County Assessor also pulled from that fund as well, and is using it.  We’ve 
made an appropriation to him, and the other Township Assessors as well. 
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All voted “Yes”, except Strong, “No”.  Motion carried 6-yes, 1-no. 
 
 
 
In the Matter of Revised 144 for Commissioners, and Circuit Court Clerk 
 
Hamm made a motion, seconded by Prince to approve in fund 399.   
 
Cid said it’s her understanding that this is going to be a contracted employee for 3 years, and she doesn’t 
know how we can create a position, giving benefits, and then have a contract.  Our Policy states contracted 
employees don’t receive benefits, so I don’t know how we can be creating a positions, and having a contract 
as well. 
 
Bilski said it’s my understanding this would be the same as written labor agreement between the Police, the 
Correctional Officers, the Highway Department, the Public Works Department, it would be very similar along 
in that lines, for Labor Agreement.   
Bilski said it’s a 40-hour a week job. 
 
Dernulc asked, if for some reason, the Dispatch Center, PSAP’S  does not go into effect, what happens with 
this contract? 
 
It was answered that there won’t be any money to pay, and the County Contract says, if the funding goes 
away, the Contract goes away. 
 
Attorney Szarmach said there is a Statute, an Indiana Statute that, when there is no appropriation for a 
Contract, the Contract is void, it’s like 10 words.  He said right under that, there is a statute that says, “If the 
Contract is for engineering services, or architectural services, and you don’t fund the Contract, if the 
services are provided, you still owe the money”.  It’s one exception under Indiana Law. 
 
Attorney Szarmach said if the gentleman is in a slot, and he works 40-hours a week, he can get the 
benefits.  If he is not working 40-hours a week, he cannot get the benefits. 
 
Attorney Szarmach said, if you don’t appropriate money for this type of contract, it’s void. 
 
After further discussion, Hamm withdrew his motion. 
 
Strong made the motion to approve in fund 399, Prince seconded the motion. 
 
Strong said we have to move on this, we know we are under a time-frame, and they did the research and 
background investigation, and he has read the criteria that this man has, and he is very qualified.  We are 
asking this guy to take the 911 for the entire Lake County, we have a lot of people here, and we have a big 
area.  Does $112,000 dollars seem like a lot of money?  Strong said, well as a Councilman making $30,000 
dollars, yes that’s a lot of money, but we need this guy, and we need to get this job done, Strong said, I 
think we need to get this going. 
 
Franklin said her concern is, will he be responsible for picking up, and carrying the ball from what has been 
done, as it relates to E-911? 
 
Blanchard said that he thinks there is consensus of the Commission, from all members on the Commission, 
that this individual will be able to carry this through, and get it consolidated in a timely manner, by January 1, 
2015. 
He left a job in which he was making $107,200 a year, and that’s why he was offered a little more. 
 
Franklin asked, who is the overseer for the E-911? 
 
Blanchard said there is an ordinance that you will be considering shortly, and in that ordinance, it’s the 
President and Vice-President of the E-911 Commission, and a Commissioner that’s a 911 Commission 
member as well.  There is a 3-member Executive Board that would be over the Director, and over the 911 
Department. 
 
Hamm said that the reason he pulled his motion was because he felt that if Cid’s questions aren’t answered 
then we can defer this, but another motion was made.  He said that Cid brought up a lot of points, there 
were insurance questions, and we haven’t seen the Contract.  He said he doesn’t mind deferring it, or not 
acting on it.   
 
Sheriff Buncich said if action isn’t taken soon on this, we’re going to have a problem.  Sheriff also asked if 
the Council was aware that the current President of the 911 position has resigned?  He turned in his 
resignation the other day, so we have no 911Commission President right now, we don’t have a Director, 
ready to go, we don’t have any of this technology in place.  We have a location over here, we still have to 
renovate. Sheriff Buncich said, if something isn’t done soon, we’ve got a big problem. 
 
All voted “Yes”, except Cid, “No”.  Motion carried 6-yes, 1-no. 
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Revised 144 Fund 399   Present  Proposed  Difference 
11xxx-001 911 Director       -0-   $112,000  $112,000 
 
Franklin made a motion, seconded by Prince to approve.  All voted “Yes”.  Motion carried 7-0. 
 
Revised 144 Fund 256   Present  Proposed  Difference 
16724-026 Deputy Clerk   $23,551      -0-   -$23,551 
 
In the Matter of Citizen Nominations – Economic Development Commission (1) – Town of Cedar Lake 
 
Strong made a motion, seconded by Hamm to defer to 7-9-13.  All voted “Yes”.  Motion to defer to 7-9-13 
carried 7-0. 
 
In the Matter of Citizen Nominations – County Economic Development Commission (1) 
 
Hamm nominated Syd Rothstein for re-appointment.  Franklin seconded the nomination.  All voted “Yes”. 
Motion carried 7-0. 
 
Dernulc made a motion, seconded by Prince to close the nominations.  All voted “Yes”.  Motion to close the 
nominations carried 7-0. 
 
Hamm made a motion, seconded by Prince to approve Syd Rothstein for re-appointment to the County 
Economic Development Commission.  All voted “Yes”.  Motion carried 7-0. 
 
In the Matter of Citizen Appointment – County Child Fatality Review Team(9). 
 
No Action Taken. 
 
In the Matter of Citizen Appointment – Lake Ridge Fire Protection District(2) 
 
Franklin nominated Roger Jackson, and Sandy Heston.  Prince seconded the nomination.  All voted “Yes”.  
Motion carried 7-0. 
Dernulc made a motion, seconded by Hamm to close the nominations.  All voted “Yes”.  Motion to close the 
nominations carried 7-0. 
 
Prince made a motion, seconded by Dernulc to appoint Roger Jackson, and Sandy Heston to the Lake 
Ridge Fire Protection District.  All voted “Yes”.  Motion carried 7-0. 
 
In the Matter of Interlocal Agreement for Consolidation of Public Safety Answering Points in Lake County, 
IN. 
 
No Action Taken 
 
In the Matter of Ordinance Establishing the 911 Consolidation Commission and Departments. 
 
Hamm made a motion, seconded by Prince to approve on First Reading.  All voted “Yes”, except Dernulc, 
“No”.  Motion to approve carried 6-yes, 1-no. 
 
 
 
 
In the Matter of Ordinance – E911 Consolidation Interlocal Agreement 
 
No Action Taken. 
 
In the Matter of Lake County Police Retirement Plan – Third Amendment 
 
Cid made a motion, seconded by Hamm to approve.  All voted “Yes”.  Motion to approve carried 7-0. 
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In the Matter of changing time of L.C. Council meeting. 
 
Prince made a motion to move our Council meetings back to 10:00 A.M.  Hamm seconded. 
 
Bilski said that there needs to be a motion to add to the agenda. 
 
Hamm made a motion, seconded by Prince to suspend the rules, to add an item to the agenda regarding 
the time change. 
 
All voted “Yes”, except Dernulc, Cid, and Strong, “No”.  Motion to approve adding the item to the agenda 
carried 4-yes, 3-no. 
 
Prince made a motion, seconded by Hamm to move the regular monthly Council meetings back to 10:00 
A.M. 
 
Cid said we’ve only had a couple of evening meetings, and I don’t understand why there are being changed, 
except for one reason that I can think of, which is probably retribution for probably actions that were taken 
that you were in favor of.  She said when she had the time changed, she at least, put it on the agenda, 
instead of making it a surprise issue here, and I sent a memo to all of you of my intentions. 
 
Cid said that this is business as usual here in Lake County, no communication on this Council, as long as 
you have your votes, you don’t feel you need to communicate with anyone else. 
 
Cid wanted to make letters from Department Heads, who were in favor of evening meetings, a part of the 
record.   She said there may be more, and she also received verbal support of evening meetings from the 
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Recorder’ Office, the Auditor’s Office, the Treasurer’s Office, and the Sheriff’s Office.  She said, there may 
be more, but she just wanted these on the record. 
 
Cid said she also found a solution on how not to cause overtime. 
 
The following are the letters and correspondence that Cid received: 
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Franklin said her decision had nothing to do with Cid not supporting whatever she didn’t support, her 
concern was what Cid always said that she was concerned about, which was the staff.  
Franklin said, I don’t see one person in this audience, that is a citizen, “busting down the door”. 
 
Franklin said that some of those folks that you said told you this lied, because they are “walking around, 
jumping up and down, upset because of it”.  (the evening meetings). 
Franklin said she received a call at home on why they had to come here tonight, but Franklin said she told 
the people that she chairs, they didn’t have to come. 
 
Prince said, for the record, that his motion had nothing to do with retribution, or retaliatory from a very 
factual perspective, as some of the points were pointed out. Prince said he just thinks that it makes sense to 
do it during the day.  He said that as part of the Democratic process, we are not going to always agree, and 
he thinks that it’s just a little unprofessional to demean a particular councilpersons position, just because it 
doesn’t fit ours.  Prince said he certainly didn’t do that when we voted to have evening meetings, and I won’t 
begin to address it now, my only intention in responding was in case Bill wanted to write a couple of 
comments there, so that my position, (since I was the one who made the motion), is completely clear, and 
factual, it had nothing to do with the Income Tax, or any other source.  
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Dernulc said, the reason that he voted for this is because several of his constituents asked for this, they are 
not present tonight, but maybe in time, they might be.  He said he wish they could have waited a few 
months, to see what happened. 
 
Hamm said he hopes retribution wasn’t thrown in his direction.  He said, he looked last month, and he 
looked this month, and minus government people, and the press, each time, there were two individual.  He 
said he was led to believe by several people that there would be probably a lot of citizens attending, and 
there were 2 last month, and 2 this month.  He said, he was asked by several, if we could have them during 
the day, why did you change them?  He said that he did pay attention to see how many people attended, 
and there’s been 2. 
 
Strong said he thought they needed to have the opportunity to give it a few months, and that would be only 
out of fairness. 
 
Cid said we’ve only had 2 evening meetings, most of the citizens don’t even know yet,  that we are having 
evening meetings, we don’t advertise enough to make them aware of it, so a lot of them don’t know.  She 
said having meetings in the evening would give the citizens a better opportunity to come. 
 
Bilski said he will always continue to support Council lady Cid on your endeavors.  I has never voted 
retaliatory against anyone ever, and never would, and that goes as well with Councilman Dernulc, if you 
needed my support on issues we’ve discussed and had great dialogue, and I will continue to operate in that 
manner.  I’ve always taken a strong position that Lake County Government is not a Town Council, it is not a 
City Council.  Our primary function is not whether or not your garbage has been picked up, where it takes 
that much public remonstration, when we’ve had those instances that have come up, we’ve held those 
special meetings, we hold evening meetings when it comes time to decide the budget, we always have.  
What our primary function is internal finances that you’ve sat through here and looked at all of the 
department transfers, and you’ve looked at internal transfers on approved budget items, where I think is 
most important that the staff members, and those that are here, are made available during that time, that’s 
my personal position on it.    
 
All voted “Yes”, except Dernulc, Cid, and Strong, “No”.  Motion to approve changing the regular Council 
meetings to 10:00 A.M. carried 4-yes, 3-no. 
 
In the Matter of Notice to Taxpayers of Hearing on Proposed Cumulative Bridge Fund 
 
Prince made a motion, seconded by Dernulc to approve the notice.  All voted “Yes”.  Motion carried 7-0. 
 
In the Matter of Ordinance Establishing the Cumulative Bridge Fund under Indiana Code 8-16-3-1, ET, 
SEQ. 
 
Prince made a motion, seconded by Dernulc to set for public hearing on 6-27-13 at 4:30P.M.  All voted 
“Yes”.  Motion carried 7-0. 
 
Councilman Strong said that for next month’ s meeting, he would like to have it put on the agenda for the  
Council to begin working on some cost saving measures, in which we can help make our government better.  
Strong said, we all know that the Income Tax is going to pass, but Strong still thinks there are some things 
that we need to get done, on our side, to make things better, so he is going to ask to have that put on the 
agenda, and he is hoping that each councilmember will be able to come to the next council meeting with 
some thoughts and ideas, that we can start proceeding forward. 
 
Bilski said we have started on some issues with the Finance Committee, and will continue down that path. 
 
Dante wanted to put some clarity on the issue on the borrowing on the bridges and roads.  He said the $1.9 
and some change, that you approved was for roads, we never did cut roads.  He has $1.9 million dollars 
extra.  The $2 million that we reduced from the Bridge fund was dismissed today, and was not even brought 
up. So Dante just wants to make sure that they are aware of what they did today.  We did totally contrary to 
what we did on Thursday, which was to unfund the funded portion that we removed last year, but we gave 
$1.9 million to Highway.  Dante wanted to make sure that everyone understood what happened today. 
 
Dante said they could also do Bridges, on top of what they did today, and that could be at a later date, but 
he wanted to make sure they didn’t think that they shorted Marcus, we did not short him, he received $1.9 
million dollars more, than what he walked in here with. 
 
Bilski said but we did not re-establish the total amount in the Bridge Fund, so we fell short of what our 
objective was from the Thursday workshop, and he said he didn’t know what transpired between then, and 
today. 
 
Dante said we made it up, it was $2 million. 
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In the Matter of Notice to Taxpayers of Hearing on Proposed Cumulative Drainage Fund. 
 
Prince made a motion, seconded by Franklin to approve the notice.  All voted “Yes”.  Motions carried 7-0. 
 
In the Matter of Ordinance Establishing the Cumulative Drainage Fund Under Indiana Code 36-9-37-2, 
ET.SEQ. 
 
Prince made a motion, seconded by Hamm to set for public hearing for 6-27-13, at 4:30 P.M.  All voted 
“Yes”.  Motion carried 7-0. 
 
In the Matter of Resolution Honoring Nathan Kondamuri – Munster High School Senior – Indiana’s 
Representative to the White House Science Fair. 
 
Was deferred to July 9, 2013. 
 
 
In the Matter of Resolution Honoring Sean Ives – Seventh Grader Trinity Lutheran School – District & 
Regional Champion Scripps National Spelling Bee. 
 
Bilski made a motion, seconded by Strong to approve.  All voted “Yes”.  Motion to approve carried 7-0. 
Bilski also present Sean Ives with a plaque. 
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In the Matter of Resolution Honoring Sean Ives, Indiana State Champion – Georgraphic Bee. 
 
Strong made a motion, seconded by Bilski to approve.  All voted “Yes”.  Motion carried 7-0. 
 

 
 
 
In the Matter of Resolution Honoring Rudolph Clay, Sr. 
 
Prince made a motion, seconded by Franklin to approve.  All voted “Yes”.  Motion carried 7-0. 
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In the Matter of Resolution Honoring Marsalis Gibson IHSAA State Champion – 110 Meter Hurdles. 
 
Prince made a motion, seconded by Franklin to approve.  All voted “Yes”.  Motion carried 7-0. 
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In the Matter of Resolution Permitting the Board of Commissioners to pay a 2012 invoice with 2013 funds in 
the amount of $85.00 – 001-2900-43231 Travel Registration. 
 
 
Franklin made a motion, seconded by Prince to approve.  All voted “Yes”.  Motion carried 7-0. 
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In the Matter of Resolution Permitting the Lake County Sheriff to pay 2010,2011, 2012 Jail invoices with 
2013 funds – 001-3100-43120 Medical & Hospital Services in the amount of $115,365.58. 
 
Dernulc made a motion, seconded by Prince to approve.  All voted “Yes”.  Motion carried 7-0. 
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In the Matter of Ordinance Establishing a Cumulative Bridge Levy and Fund. 
 
NO ACTION TAKEN. 
 
 
In the Matter of Ordinance Establishing the Lake County Department of Homeland Security/Emergency  
Management Agency and Other Related Matters Concerning the Exercise Of Emergency Powers. 
 
Strong made a motion, seconded by Prince to approve on First Reading.  All voted “Yes”.  Motion to 
approve on First Reading carried 7-0. 
 
Strong made a motion, seconded by Prince to Suspend Rules.  All voted “Yes”.  Motion to Suspend Rules 
carried 7-0. 
 
Strong made a motion, seconded by Prince to approve on Second Reading.  All voted “Yes”.  Motion to 
approve on Second Reading carried 7-0. 
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(Exhibit “A” and Exhibit “B” are on file in the Auditor’s Office, attached to Ordinance # 1361A). 
 
In the Matter of Ordinance Amending the Ordinance Establishing a County Child Review Team, Ordinance 
No. 1235D. 
 
Cid made a motion, seconded by Hamm to approve on First Reading.  All voted “Yes”.  Motion to approve 
on First Reading carried 7-0. 
 
Cid made a motion, seconded by Hamm to Suspend Rules.  All voted “Yes”.  Motion to Suspend Rules 
carried 7-0. 
 
Cid made a motion, seconded by Hamm to approve on Second Reading.  All voted “Yes”.  Motion to 
approve on Second Reading carried 7-0. 
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In the Matter of an Ordinance to Confirm and Ratify Establishment of the Drainage Fund, County of Lake, 
State of Indiana. 
 
Prince made a motion, seconded by Franklin to approve on First Reading.  All voted “Yes”.  Motion to 
approve on First Reading carried 7-0. 
 
Prince made a motion, seconded by Hamm to Suspend Rules.  All voted “Yes”.  Motion to Suspend Rules 
carried 7-0. 
 
Prince made a motion, seconded by Hamm to approve on Second Reading.  All voted “Yes”.  Motion to 
approve on Second Reading carried 7-0. 
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In the Matter of Ordinance to Confirm and Ratify Establishment of the Corner Perpetuation Fund, County of 
Lake, State of IN. 
 
Prince made a motion, seconded by Hamm to approve on First Reading.  All voted “Yes”.  Motion to 
approve on First Reading carried 7-0. 
 
Prince made a motion, seconded by Hamm to Suspend Rules.  All voted “Yes”.  Motion to Suspend Rules 
carried 7-0. 
 
Prince made a motion, seconded by Hamm to approve on Second Reading.  All voted “Yes”.  Motion to 
approve on Second Reading carried 7-0. 
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In the Matter of Ordinance Amending Ord# 1336A – Establishing the Lake County Health Department Fees. 
 
Dernulc made a motion, seconded by Prince to approve on First Reading.   
 
Dernulc explained that the fees are as follows, there is a portion of the Death Certificate fee, $1.75 that’s 
placed in the Coroner’s Continuing Education Fund that was established under IC Code, I.C. 4-23-6.5-8, 
this amount is going to be $2.00.  It’s going from $1.75 to $2.00.  Also there is an increase fee of the Death 
Certificate, from $10.00 to 11.00 dollars per copy. 
 
All voted “Yes”.  Motion carried 7-0. 
 
Dernulc made a motion, seconded by Prince to Suspend Rules.  All voted “Yes”.  Motion to Suspend Rules 
carried 7-0. 
 
Dernulc made  a motion, seconded by Prince to approve on Second Reading.  All voted “Yes”.  Motion to 
Suspend Rules carried 7-0. 
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In the Matter of Plan Commission Ordinance # 2397 and 2398. 
 
Strong made a motion, seconded by Hamm to approve Plan Commission Ordinance # 2397, with 
conditions.   
 
Ned said this is a request to extend Mr. Kooken’s time to build his residence.  He is asking to extend 
that time for a period of 1 year. 
 
This came to you as a recommendation for approval by a vote of 5-0 by the Lake County BZA. 
 
Kimberly Kooken was present. 
 
Councilman Strong said to Mrs. Kooken that this was originally approved for you back in 2010, with 
some conditions, and asked her if they followed through on those conditions at that time? 
 
She said they were told to come back every year, but after the meeting they were also told to get a 
letter and once they get a letter to come in and re-file a variance.  She said they got their letter this 
year and came in and re-filed for the variance, and they are just asking for one more year. 
 
Strong asked is it their intention to build next year? 
 
She said they are going to start building, and are asking for June 1, 2014. 
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Bilski explained that this is not a public hearing, the public hearing was held at the Planning 
Commission. 
 
 
All voted “Yes”.  Motion to approve Plan Commission Ordinance # 2397 carried 7-0. 
 
 

 
Dernulc made a motion to approve zone change Ordinance # 2398, seconded by Prince. 
 
Strong said that he has some reports, and one is from the L.C. Soil & Water Conservation District, 
and there are some real concerns with that area, which according to the L.C. Comprehensive Plan, is 
to remain agricultural. 
 
Strong said he thinks one of the reasons to remain agricultural is because the Soil & Water 
Conservation District has identified that there are some real concerns about conventional septic 
systems.  Their concern is that maybe that ground will percolate that well. 
 
Strong said he also has an additional report from Natural Resources Conservation Department, that 
also identified that same issue, and the same problem out there, that that particular piece of ground 
is poorly drained, and Strong said he doesn’t think that this is a fitting area to put a residential project 
in, such as this one is being described as. 
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Bilski said to the Attorney, it is his understanding that this would have to come in front of the Health 
Department, being in unincorporated county, that in fact the Health Department would not grant the 
use of that, then it is his understanding that the decision would be made by the governing body, 
which would be the Health Department, at that time? 
 
 
Attorney Szarmach answered, right, they are going to have to, even though you would change it to R-
1,  where they could build, and all the stuff that goes through the hoops, to get all of the permits, 
Health Department, whatever they might need, building codes. 
 
Ned said the Plan Commission forwarded the recommendation, based upon the Comprehensive 
Plan.  The area is slated to remain agricultural in nature, and Ned said that he thinks that the 6 that 
voted for it wanted to see it remain agricultural.  He said that he thinks that was the finding of Mr. 
Martin Kroll when he made the motion that he made for an unfavorable recommendation. 
 
Cid ask, so the 6 were unfavorable?  Ned answered, correct. 
Cid asked were there remonstrators?  Ned answered there were.  There were several 10 acre tracts 
in the area, and they wanted the property to develop, if it were to develop, to develop on large tracts, 
not smaller sub-divisions. 
 
Bilski asked what is the lot size on an R-1? 
 
Ned said the minimum lot size on R-1 on all of our residences are zoned at 1 acre. 
He said they have a mix of lot sizes, and we are jumping ahead to the sub-division, and this is just a 
request for the zoning to allow them to go for the sub-division. 
 
Bilski said, and it hasn’t even gotten to that point, “pulling the cart before the horse”, I understand. 
Ned said, in tentative drawings that they submitted, their lot sizes go from just over 1 to 5 acres, just 
1 of them is 5, but the majority of them are smaller than 5 acres. 
 
Ned said it’s a 40-acre tract, so they have a majority of 27, it has to be smaller than 5. 
 
Cid asked, were the neighbors’ concerns about lots too close together? 
 
Ned said they have a lot of concerns about drainage, which Councilman Strong mentioned, and also 
said, if this will pass by the Council, a lot of the engineering and technical standards won’t be heard 
until they actually apply for the sub-division where they have to do engineering and receive Health 
Department approval for septic. 
 
He said, a lot of the development that we’ve approved out there more recently, has gone on sewer 
and water, there is an Illinois company called Acqua Indiana, that has provided sewer and water to 
allow the more recent developments that we’ve done. 
 
Strong asked are there any other issues with the current sub-divisions that are out there, the current 
homes, are there issues with septic out there? 
 
Ned answered, he doesn’t know. 
 
Jim Wieser, an Attorney from Schererville, and he represents the Developer, and he understands this 
isn’t a Public Hearing.  He said they are only seeking zoning. He said that what Ned, and Attorney 
Szarmach said are completely accurate. Issues about septic, or Health approval issues about 
stormwater drainage, which, by the way is easily identifiable, and easily correctable, and will be, by 
our development, but all of that is going to come down the road, when, and if, we get approval for the 
re-zoning, then we will file for the sub-division, we will bring in all of the engineering, and if it meets 
the criteria of the Stormwater Control Ordinance, we will be approved, if it doesn’t, we won’t. 
 
Attorney Wieser passed out to the Councilmen, photographs of the area, which is a large area, and 
they can see that surrounding are a number of single family, R-1 residential developments that have 
been approved over a number of years. 
 
He said this is an area that is located in relative proximity to both the Towns of Cedar Lake, and St. 
John, in a highly residentially developed area, it’s very consistent with those areas, it’s attractive land, 
by the way, it’s 47 acres, and it really fits in with the general land scheme, and development scheme 
around it.  He said his clients have been builders for a long time in Northwest Indiana, highly 
respected, has built a number of sub-divisions, and intend to build homes that are going to be 
anywhere from $350,000, upwards.  It’s certainly going to add to the tax base of this community, and 
not be detrimental whatsoever. 
 
Attorney Wieser said it is certainly their position that they felt, given those issues.  He said he 
understands, and respects Councilman Strong’ position, representing his constituents from this 
district, but truly, if you heard the entire presentation at the Plan Commission, which is why he thinks 
Councilman Dernulc voted against the vote, and is now moving to have this passed because, I 
thought we did a pretty good job of showing that we complied with the reasonable regard with 
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requirements for the Ordinance, and the State Statute, and that it makes sense, in this particular 
area, for this particular purpose to at least re-zone the property. 
If it gets developed, well, that will be up to the review by the Plan Commission of the sub-division 
plan, and of the engineering plans that will be submitted, and those engineering plans will be 
specifically designed to address the storm water concerns that several residents that appeared and 
expressed that concern. 
 
Attorney Wieser was asked if the photos were part of the record, and answered, yes they were part 
of the record, he said he didn’t want to introduce anything that wasn’t part of the record. 
 
Walt Riley owns the property kitty-corner, across the street from this sub-division, who has concerns 
about flooding.  He also said, they are taking some of the best farmland, in the Midwest, and we’re 
using it up for no reason.  He said that now is not the time.  They need sewer systems, you need 
curb and gutter, and you need other things out there before you can put this sub-division in, 
especially with septic fields.  He said this property has come up before, and the issue has always 
been septic. “It just can’t support it”.  Mr. Riley also said that he thinks that this is something that 
should be put on the back burner, and it’s already zoned agricultural, he thinks it should remain 
agricultural for a little longer, until you get water and sewer out there.  He said, now is not the time. 
 
Cindy Eenigenburg said she is the property directly attached to the proposed sub-division, and not 
only is there a lot of fear, and she wanted to clarify that they are not “putting the cart before the 
horse”, when they are talking about a sub-division that hasn’t had a zoning approval yet.  She said it 
is a perfect piece of property out there.  She also said they have raised their family out there in the 
country.  They have horses, snowmobiles, 4-wheelers, and they go out and shoot clay pigeons.  She 
said tell her somebody that’s going to come in on 27 houses and loves hearing guns being fired.  
That’s country living.  She also said, if they let 27 houses come in, to an area that’s really country 
living, you are not getting country living with people complaining, just like the people in the sub-
division down the street, those people in that sub-division also complained about the pig smell. 
Cindy said, that’s country living and people think that because they are coming out of the city, or a 
sub-division in a incorporated area, and they can look at hills around them, that that’s being out in the 
country.  That’s not country living.  Country living is the farmers grain field, with a smell that will make 
you gag, but it’s okay, we live in the country, we’ve grown up in the country, we know about country 
the living, and I think the people who are going to move into these $500,000 dollar homes, living in 
the country, don’t really know what living in the country means.  She said she just wants to make sure 
that they understand our fear.  She said she has a 91 year old neighbor, who is out of town right now, 
whose property is right next to Walt’, and he would be very upset.  He has horses, and cattle out 
there.  He is one of the original houses. 
 
She said talking about septics, two of the houses septic fields flooded, and they called the County 
about it, but nobody can do anything for them, it’s mush.  They don’t know what to do, and there is a 
creek that runs right through.  There are a lot of concerns here, and our fear is get that zoning clear 
to build, it’s just a matter of “jumping through all of the hoops” to get it passed, and there are big 
fears.  I don’t want my property flooding, we farm hay, and that wouldn’t be good. 
 
Cindy also said, we are not trying to “pull the cart before the horse”, when we are talking about 
jumping ahead with the sub-division part.  There is a lot of fear there, not to mention the flooding. 
 
Don Torrenga, of Torrenga Engineering who has been hired by the developers said, the Lake County 
Drainage Ordinance is very detailed, and the situation would be improved dramatically if the sub-
division went in because of the detention basin, and the way they would be designed.  He said the 
developers have already hired a soil scientist to determine if this ground is capable of handling septic 
fields.    He said, of the 27 lots, 26 were found to be capable of handling septic fields, one wasn’t, 
and that was combined with another lot.  He said they have over 2 acres that was set aside for 
detention areas.   
 
Cid said we’ve had concerns about flooding, and we’ve put conditions on, and asked is that 
something that we could do at this time? 
 
Attorney Szarmach said, he doesn’t think that conditions could be put on this, that are not covered in 
the Sub-Division Ordinance, and the Building Code.   You are not going to be able to, with the 
Ordinance, create a strict liability situation, is what you’re trying to do.  He gave an example, of a 
strict liability, such as, you own a pit bull, and it bites somebody, you don’t have to prove negligence, 
it’s strict liability, you are going to be responsible for the damage done by the pit bull, and I don’t think 
you can do that with this situation. 
 
Strong said he thinks they need to support the Planning Commission on this.  He thinks they have a 
real concern with the septic out there.  The County Comprehensive Plan calls for that to remain 
agricultural.  That’s what the Plan says, and Strong said, I think that’s what we need to leave it at.  
Strong said he thinks that area needs to remain agricultural. 
 
 
 
Bilski asked Ned if they have been working on revising that Comprehensive Plan? 
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Ned answered, to the extent that we can.  We don’t have the money to go out and do a new 
Comprehensive Plan.  He also said, if you look at the 1957 adoption of the Comprehensive Plan, and 
the 1996 adoption, in this area, there is much to say.  It calls for the area to remain agricultural.  Ned 
said he thinks the young lady who characterized it as country living, that’s exactly what the 
Comprehensive Plan calls for the area to be.  At this point, Ned said, he thinks it’s the Council’ call.  
The Plan Commission forwarded an unfavorable recommendation by a vote of 6-3.  He said that 
some of the neighborhoods that were there, were established prior to 1996, and some afterwards. 
 
All voted “Yes”, except Cid, Strong, and Bilski, “No”.  Motion to approve Plan Commission Ordinance 
# 2398 carried 4-yes, 3-no. 
 

 
 
 
Public Portion 
 
Wayne Weitbrock, a citizen of Lowell spoke. 
 
Another citizen spoke about the importance of the 911 Center issue is.  He was not at the 
microphone, therefore; it was difficult to hear his name.   
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There being no further business to come before the Council, it was moved, and seconded that the 
Council does now adjourn to meet again, as required by law. 
 
 
                                 
 
                                        _________________________ 
                                                                                                       President, Lake County Council 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
______________________ 
Peggy Holinga Katona, 
Lake County Auditor 
 
 
 


