January 5, 2007

                                                
  EDITORIAL

    

 
 REJUVENATION OF LAKE COUNTY

Three areas, which I feel are of most importance to the future of Lake County.

1. Welfare cost:  For 2007 our property tax has $106,000,000.00 included for the cost of welfare in Lake County. This tax is the most insulting tax in our county.  According to the 16th Amendment of our constitution the application of this tax is totally illegal.  Welfare is a national problem and must be addressed as such. If this tax were based on a national level our property tax in Lake County would decrease by $106,000,000.00. Along with other major cost reductions we could reduce our property tax by as much as 30% in the cities and by 55% in the unincorporated areas

2. Waste removal:  I have presented a new and most effective way to reduce landfills, protect our aquifer and reduce cost to all governmental agencies.  Under this system, which we are investigating we would eliminate the need to recycle, pick up leafs in the fall and reduce sludge in our sewer plants. As corn to ethanol is sweeping Indiana, Lake County will be looking to go a giant step further. That’s changing Garbage to Ethanol. We have a company set to bring in $78,000,000.00 into Lake County to build such a plant.  This is 100% private money invested in Lake County.  If this becomes a reality, Lake County will be the first to operate such a plant in the United States.

3. Lake Shore Drive:  As the Steel Mills set the biggest growth investment in the history of Lake County I believe extending the Outer Drive from Chicago to Lake

County would bring the biggest improvement in the quality of life to every citizen of Lake County since the steel mills.

As we see the opposition grow for the Illiana Expressway, I would like to bring a recommendation, which I have presented to several groups over the past years.  

My proposal is to extend the Chicago Outer Drive through Lake County all the way to the Port of Indiana.  When you weigh the benefits of the Illinana versus the benefits of extending the Outer Drive from Chicago to the Port of Indiana there is no comparison.  The benefits would be as follows.

· Northwest Indiana Building Trades, thousands of jobs for our skilled Union workers.

· Professional Positions, thousands of jobs.

· Hospital expansions, again, professional job opportunities.

· Colleges, thousands of new students for trades and professional positions

· Population explosion for all cities bordering the Lake Shore Drive.

· Tax relief by as much as 50%, if all areas of proposal completed.

· Corporate offices and Condominiums in Skyscrapers.

· Opportunities for our Gary Regional Airport to meet its goal of a true regional airport.

· We could and would be the envy of all the Midwest as we rebuild our future here in Northwest Indiana. The “Region” would be a positive influence on the rest of the state.

When complete, we would have beautiful beaches with bicycling, jogging and walking areas. An Expressway straight to and from Chicago! Buildings just south of the Lake Shore Drive which would house Businesses, Corporations, Condominiums and Shops. Every one would have job opportunities like never before.  Our children and grandchildren would have great job opportunities right here in Lake County, Indiana. No more would they have to move, to improve their education or job opportunities.

One final thought! The State is insisting that we create a Local Option Tax before they help us with our current financial crisis. That type of tax is a bandage approach and goes nowhere.

We need to respond, but a much better method would be an Economic Development Tax, which would be used to bring in new business to create jobs for our constituents. The state then could help us put the Welfare Tax where it belongs, at the national level.

Welfare is a national problem not a county problem. Forcing each county to fund its own welfare is counter productive and only drives depressed counties farther in debt. Refer to my initial letter on welfare cost.
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