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give township assessors (1,008 to-

tal) a very wide latitude in assess-
ing property. Over the years, the 11
townships in Lake County were assessed
in such an inconsistent manner that the
discrepancies in assessing were so obvi-
ous that everyone knew of the tremen-
dous differences.

The state, however, turned its back
and did nothing to correct the inconsis-
tencies.

m It had the sole authority to set strin-
gent standards for all townships to follow.
m It had the final say in approving all re-
assessments.

m It stood by and did nothing.

Under continual pressure, the state fi-
nally ordered an independent reassess-
ment to correct the failures of 40 years.

m It took it upon themselves to set up a
contract with a special outside firm.

m It said they would pay for the reassess-
ment.

m It hired Arthur Andersen to do the re-
assessment.

m The price tag is $25 million, or approxi-
mately four times the cost of current re-
assessment.

l I‘ or 40 years, Indiana has seen fit to

m Andersen has no prior experience in as-
sessing property.

m After the contract was signed, the state

decided Lake County should pay the $25

million. :

As president of the Lake County
Board of Commissioners, I attended a
meeting in Indianapolis on Jan. 28 to de-
termine how Lake County would pay for
the reassessment. As of this date:

m ] have not seen any reassessment con-
tract.

@ The Board of Commissioners - Frances
DuPey, Rudolph Clay and I - have not
signed any reassessment contract obli-
gating the taxpayers. '

Yet, the state insists that the commis-
sioners sign any and all claims presented
on behalf of Andersen under this unseen
contract. This is in direct contrast to the
law that requires a binding contract be
signed by all parties before payment can
be made legally.

1 informed the state officials that they
signed the contract, they initiated the
contract, and, as originally stated, they
should pay for the reassessment.

Because of numerous factors, the fi-

. nancial state of our county is bleak. Asa

County commissioners didn’t sign, can’t pay

county, we are not in any position to pay
$25 million for a reassessment whose ini-
tial responsibility lies with the state. Fur-
thermore, I would never have voted to
approve this contract as the cost is not
only exorbitant, it is insulting.

1 am not arguing the need for change.
We have about 6,000 homeowners paying
ZEro property taxes.

Lake County needs to have a fair and
equitable assessment for all property
Oowners.

Indiana needs to change the laws to en-
sure fairness in that every property owner
pay a portion of the total tax needs.

1 realize there is a desperate need for a
reassessment, but we must be assured it is
a complete and accurate procedure done
by a firm with the expertise necessary to
give the taxpayers of Lake County a fair
shake without robbing them in exchange.

Until we have such assurances, I will
not sign any claim that will obligate Lake
County’s taxpayers to pay for a contract
its commissioners never signed and nev-
er had any opportunity to consider.

Gerry Scheub is president of the
Lake County Board of Commissioners.




